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Transfers Between Departments 
and Divisions 


Two Significant Papers on this Subject Read at Second Annual 
Conference Held at Swampscott, Massachusetts. 
October 5, 6, 7, 1927 


By Ralph Keating 


Manager, 


NE of our foremost American corpora- 
tions has a motto which can be adopted by 
every official of the Unrrep Fruir Com- 
PANY with benefit to present and future prog- 
ress. The motto is “No man can leave this 
company for a better job.” 

It has been said by President Cutter that 
the immediate need of our Company is an 
acceleration of effort to retain what has al- 
ready been accomplished and an intelligent 
planning of future expansion. The assurance 
that these results will be obtained lies prin- 
cipally in an organization in which the indi- 
vidual will not hesitate to commit his own 
future to the hands of his employer. ‘This, to 
my mind, is the goal towards which individual 
official effort should be directed. Its attain- 
ment is assured since the Unirep Frurr 
Company has erected, in its Employment De- 
partment, the machinery by which ability may 
be tested and by which employees may qualify 
for transfer between departments and_be- 
tween divisions. 

The time has passed when the ultimate goal 
of the individual was the highest position ob- 
tainable in the department to which he be- 
longed. Where formerly the higher-salaried 
positions of responsibility were filled either 
through the employment of outsiders or from 
within the department, the new employee 
joins a company in which the opportunity for 
advancement is limited only by the length and 
breadth of the Unirep Frurr Company's 
operations, 

The existing Employment Department 
came into being in 1926, more than twenty- 
six years after the formation of the Unrrep 
Frurr Company. Those of us who have 


Northern Domestic 


Divisions 


been in intimate contact with this depart- 
ment know that substantial progress has been 
made. We know also that further and per- 
manent results are possible only with the ac- 
tive and whole-hearted cooperation of every 
official and employee of the Company. The 
Employment Department needs the assistance 
of department officials principally in the giv- 
ing of their own personal effort in the direct- 
ing of new employees and those transferred 
from other departments. Certainly there is 
no more important duty than that of person- 
ally assisting in the training of employees. 


Durine 1926 the Employment Depart- 
ment in Boston reported a total of 224 trans- 
fers between divisions. The New York Di- 
vision reported 55 transfers but these statis- 
tics are not available for all divisions. ‘The 
results during 1926 are gratifying to the ex- 
tent that they indicate a substantial step for- 
ward; the larger number of transfers to be 
recorded in 1927 will be additional evidence 
that the theory of education by means of trans- 
fer has proved workable, 

During the first cight months of 1927 there 
were 83 transfers in the New York Division 
and only two failed to measure up to the re- 
quirements of the department head. ‘The re- 
action of the personnel to department trans- 
fers must necessarily be intangible. We do 
know, however, that transfers are widely dis- 
cussed in the organization and that theoreti- 
cally there is a quickening of individual ef- 
fort and an awakened interest in the job at 
hand. Aside from the theoretical benefit de- 
rived from the transfer of employees, we are 
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satisfied that an increase in the number of 
transfers has the actual effect of reducing the 
percentage of turnover. With a small num- 
ber of transfers in 1926 the New York Di- 
vision turnover was fifty-seven per cent. Dur- 
ing the first eight months of 1927 when the 
number of transfers was more than double 
that of 1926, the turnover amounted to only 
twenty-three per cent. We have no reason 
to account for this substantial improvement 
other than a recognition by the personnel of 
the Company’s interest in the well-being and 
advancement of its employees. 


This interest has been manifested by the 
creation of the Employment Department, a 
recognition of the necessity of prov iding the 
means by which the Company's personnel may 
educate themselves and further a means by 
which ability and ambition may be directed 
into larger fields. It follows from the adop- 
tion of this policy that individual ability in 
any branch of the Company's activity will be 
recorded in a central bureau and will auto- 
matically establish eligibility for transfer or 
promotion. It likewise follows that no posi- 
tion of responsibility will be filled until a 
careful review of the eligibility list has estab- 
lished the employee, wherever located, who 
can meet the qualifications and justify the 
transfer or promotion to such position. Thus, 
employees with ability demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of their local employer may have 
the assurance of advancement consistent with 
the needs of the Company. 


@ The second paper on this subject 
of transfers between Departments 
and Divisions which is naturally of 
great interest to us all was read 


HE demand for executive officers of 
all grades is increasing in our Company, and 
with proposed developments, the strengthen- 
ing of our administrative forces made 
necessary by the gradual but steady in- 
crease in our production costs, the keener com- 
petition in distribution of our products and 
the increasingly closer contact it is necessary 
to maintain with government officials and 


By M. J. 


Assistant to Vice President in Charge of Production 


UniFrFreuites 


A good example of the desire on the 
part of employees to educate themselves for 
advancement is the lively interest displayed im 
a school of instruction established recently im 
New York. This school comprises weekls 
lecture sessions in the growing, transporta- 
tion, handling and marketing of bananas. 
While attendance has been restricted to about 
fifty employees, the widespread interest indi- 
cates that the accommodations would be inade- 
quate if the school were open to all. 


It is conceivable that there is in this school 
the nucleus for the development of a broad- 
ened system of Company education and pos 
sibly the means by which new employees em 
route to the Tropics may receive an intensive 
training. 


Tue larger American corporations which 
have studied their organization problems 
know that a contented, educated personnel is 
essential to continued prosperity and future 
expansion. The increasing size and impor- 
tance of the Unrrep Frurr Company de- 
mand the same standardization and uniform- 
ity of policy affecting its personnel as that of 
other far-sighted corporations. With the ma- 
chinery by means of which ability may readils 
find its level, the Unrrep Frurr Company, 
today one of the best companies to work for, 
can be made the best. 


Connelly 


labor, the demand for trained men will be 
very much greater in the future than it has 
ever been in the past. 

And yet it is surprising how difficult it is to 
find men with the necessary breadth of experi- 
ence to fill the higher supervisory positions 
who can be transferred without seriously 
handicapping their own division. This mat- 
ter of training employees for higher positions 
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is one which has been emphasized by our 
President for many years. 

It is not enough for a man to know his 
own department thoroughly—he should also 
know the workings of other departments, and 
to be of greatest value to the Company he 
should be familiar with more than one divi- 
sion. This knowledge is to be gained only by 
means of transfers between departments and 
divisions of those men showing initiative and 
ability. Transfers between departments are 
comparatively easy to arrange, and should be 
encouraged, while those between divisions are 
somewhat more complicated, involving as they 
often do the questions of perquisites and al- 
lowances. It is hoped that these will be stand- 
ardized in the very near future by putting all 
divisions on a uniform basis, and so allow 
more freedom of transfers between divisions, 
resulting in a much more flexible and efficient 
organization. 


T rain ING of a man should start as soon 
as he joins the Company. Men in supervisors 
feel their 
dinates all the work they are able to handle, 
should assist and counsel them and ever be on 
the lookout for higher positions to which their 
men may be appointed. It should not be for- 
gotten that the man who can train men is 
fully as valuable to the Company as the one 
who can grow bananas, and his efforts will be 
just as well recognized and rewarded by our 
higher officials. 

As soon as a man of exceptional ability and 
future promise has thoroughly absorbed all 
there is to learn in his department he should 
—if there is no opportunity for promotion in 
his own department—be transferred to some 
other for further training. Such transfers 
should be considered as a recognition of work 


positions should capable subor- 
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greater useful- 
actual in- 
that all em 
will so 


well done and of capacity for 
ness, even though at the time no 
given, | feel 


crease in salary is 


ployees who are striving for success 
consider them. 

It is the desire of the higher officials of the 
Company that sel f-con- 
tained in that all in the 
higher positions be filled from our own ranks, 
and that it be unnecessary 
Company to fill such vacancies, except in ex 
ceptional cases where the services of specialized 
technical or professional men are required. 
Knowing this, it is to “dis 


prospects and train them, not in one 


our organization be 


Vacancies occurring 


to go outside the 


necessary for us 
cover” 
line alone, but in all phases of the Company's 
business so that they will be ready to step up 
when the opportunity comes. 

There was a time when the prime requisite 
for a manager's position was a thorough 
knowledge of farm work. Today, however. 
the manager must know not only the 
cultural end of the game, but all about trans- 
portation, both rail and marine; he must know 
intelli- 
enough 


agri- 


enough accounting to enable him to 
gently know 
engineering to blue prints and pass on 
drainage and fact, he 
must have a thorough insight into the work- 
ings of all departments, as in this way only 
can he have a complete picture of the Com- 
pany’s operations as a whole and dictate the 
policy for his own division. 

Only by transfer from one department to 
another can a man get this insight. 

I believe we have as good material among 
our employees as it is possible to obtain. It is 
up to us to develop it. Transfer your good 
men, keep up their interest and broaden them 
by letting them learn new things; do not let 
them get into a rut where they will be of no 
use either to the Company or to themselves. 


read reports, he must 
read 


irrigation projects; in 


ee 
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S. S. “Limon’’ entering channel preparatory to docking at the neu terminal of the United 


Fruit Company in San Francisco 


A New Chapter in 


UNITED FRUIT COMPANY History 


Arrival of S§. §. “Limon” at San Francisco Inaugurates 
Formal Opening of New Western Division 


N the early morning of November 6, the 
steamer Limon, first of the Great White Fleet 
to enter San Francisco harbor, and carrying 
the first straight cargo of bananas ever +o 
enter a West Coast port, steamed through 
the Golden Gate with all colors flying, and 
inaugurated the formal opening of the San 
Francisco Division of the Unireo Frurr 
Company. The event marks a new chap- 
ter in Company history. 

The Limon is one of five carriers which 
will furnish weekly service to San Francisco. 
Entered in the same serv ice are the steamers 
San Mateo, Esparta, San Jose and La Perla, 
all modern refrigerator boats, with a carry- 
ing capacity of from forty to forty-five thou- 
sand bunches of bananas. This service will 
be augmented from time to time as necessity 
demands. 

The much heralded and hoped for advent 
of the Company to the West Coast became a 
reality on September first when the Southern 
Pacific Company broke ground for construc- 
tion of the combined wharf and railroad ter- 
minal. The terminal, completed at a cost 
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of approximately $1 50,000, is the most mod- 
ern of its kind in the country, and combines 
every feature to facilitate rapid and eco- 
nomical discharge of cargo and loading into 
railroad cars. Eight tracks, housed under 
steel sheds, provide facilities for loading forty- 
seven cars, and aisles between tracks have been 
laid out to coincide with the ship's hatches. 
The centrally located warehouse has ten thou- 
sand square feet of space for stowage of 
freight to and from Central and South Amer- 
ica, and is used also as a concentration shed 
for local sales of fruit. Mechanical convey- 
ors from the ship to car doors are to be in- 
stalled at an early date, which will make it 
possible to complete discharge and distribu- 
tion of forty thousand bunches in less than 
eight hours, 

The Costa Rica Division of the Unrrep 
Frurr Company is supplying bananas for 
the new Division. It is peculiarly fitting that 
the first bunch to be loaded in Costa Rica 
was cut on Monte Verde Farm by Mr. E. F. 
Spence, Jr., a “native son” of Monrovia, 
California. The first bunch discharged at 
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San Francisco was presented to Mayor Rolph 
of San Francisco as a token of the gracious 
hospitality which the city and its various or- 
ganizations accorded the visiting officials of 
the Unrrep Fruir Company and the Fruit 
Dispatch Company. 

Intense interest was shown by our jobber 
friends on the arrival of the first vessel, and 
a large gathering was on hand from all parts 
of the Coast to witness the signal event which 
links the far west with the Tropics through 
the medium of the Unrrep Frurr ComMPany. 
The results are far-reaching for the banana 
industry, and will affect equally jobbers, re- 
tailers and consumers. It insures a constant 
supply of fruit, in much better condition than 
has heretofore been possible with long rail 
New Orleans. The Western 
Division of the Fruit Dispatch Company in 
cludes in its territory the states of Arizona, 
California, Nevada, Oregon, Washington and 
British Canada. Shipments will 
extend as far east as freight rates will permit. 


hauls from 


Columbia, 


Officials on hand to welcome the 
L. M. Porter, General Trafic Manager, Fruit Dispatch Company; 1. K 


Left to right: 
Ward, President Fruit Dispatch 


Company ; 


, 
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Mr. J. Scott Rider, recently transferred 
from his previous office of Assistant Man 
ager of the Boston Division, has been ap- 


pointed Manager of the new Division. Mr. 
William Newsome, Senior Vice President of 
the Unirep Fruir Company, Mr. I. K. 
Ward, President of the Fruit Dispatch Com 
pany and Mr. L. M. Porter, General Traf 
fic Manager of the Fruit Dispatch Company 
traveled to San Francisco to attend the formal 
opening of the new Division. 

This occasion is taken by officials of the 
Unirep Fruir Company and the Fruit Dis 
patch Company to extend appreciation and 
thanks to the City of San Francisco for its 
generous hospitality in welcoming the new 
industry, to the Southern Pacific, Associated 
Terminals and other companies for their ex 
cellent cooperation, and lastly to their numer- 
ous jobber friends throughout the territory 
who through their loyal have facil- 
itated the Company in its inauguration of 


West 


support 


direct Coast service. 


firat boat 


J. Seott Rider, Manager of San Francisco 


Division, United Fruit Company and Western Division of Fruit Dispatch Company at San 
Francisco; J. P. Saunders, Freight Traffic Manager of the Southern Pacific Company; Wil 
liam Newsome, Senior Vice President United Fruit Company; and Gerald FitzGerald. Presi- 
dent of the Associated Terminals Company 


Au the San Francisco newspapers con- 
tained enthusiastic accounts about the open- 
ing of this new Western Division of the 
United Fruit Company. Space does not per- 
mit our featuring them all, but we are re- 
printing below excerpts trom several of the 
articles. Theses are illustrative of the gen- 
eral satisfaction expressed by the press of San 
Francisco in the selection of that city as the 
Company’s base of operations on the Pacific 
Coast: 

“San Francisco has been selected as the 
western headquarters of the United Fruit 
Company. 

“That is the greatest Piece of good news 
that has come to the city in many a day. 

“The first ship to arrive under the new 
arrangement brought 25.000 bunches of ba- 
nanas to San Francisco, At intervals of six 
days other ships will follow, each bearing a 
cargo of bananas to be distributed all over 
the territory that lies west of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

“J. Scott Rider, Pacific Coast Manager, 
styles this ‘a very modest beginning.’ And 
he is not, from all accounts, a man who 
makes random statements. So the future 
will see more and more cargoes coming in 
and going out of San Francisco in an ever- 


bunch on Monte Verde Farm, Costa 


cisco. Mr. Spence’s father, BE. F- 
Spence, of the E. F. Spe nce Fruit 
Company, Monrovia, Cal., im ac- 
knowledging a stem of this first 
shipment from Costa Rica sent him 
by J. Scott Rider, wrote: “We wish 
to express to you and the United 
Fruit Company our sincere thanks 
for your kindness and trouble om 
sending us that wonderful bunch of 
bananas which arrived in excellent 
Needlesa to say, the 
perfect, which can be 
dozens of Ed's 
school and college chums who Came 


condition, 
quality was 
sponsore ad for by 


to see and get some bananas from 
the bunch direct from where he ix. 
They were delighted to see his name 
on one of the bananas which showed 
up when it Ed seema to be 
getting a great kick out of eve ry- 
thing down in Costa Rica” 


colored. 


augmented fleet of vessels operated by this 
great concern. 

“The Company is preparing for a steadily 
increasing trade. A huge terminal is being 
erected on the channel at Fourth Street, 
where eight spur tracks have already been 
laid. 

“Establishment of the new Pacific Coast 
service of the United Fruit Company with 
the new distributing center and terminal for 
the western states at San Francisco, is des- 
tined to confer tremendous economic advan- 
tages on this city, and, in fact. the entire 
State, it was revealed yesterday when the 
visiting heads of the world’s greatest banana 
and steamship organization Were tendered a 
reception and luncheon by the Chamber of 
Commerce in the Merchants’ Exchange Club. 

“In a short speech made to the 150 guests 
present, William Newsome, Senior Vice 
President of the United Company, said it 
was the policy of his Company to patronize 
home industry and as a Preliminary gesture 
of what may be hereafter expected, he has 
just signed a contract for the purchase of 
3,000,000 barrels of fuel oil to be used in 
the operation of the 9] vessels owned and 
operated on this coast and the Gulf. 

“ “Just as San Francisco is a young city, 
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Overseer Ed F. Spence cuts the first 


Rica, for shipment to San Fran- 


The S. S. “Li- 
mon”, loaded 
with a cargo 
of Limon ba- 
nanas, going 
through Gatun 
Locks, 
for San 
cisco—the first 
of the Great 
White Fleet to 
enter a 
coast port car- 
rying bananas 


bou nd 
Fran- 


west 


so are we a youthful Company, having been 


established Mr. Newsome 
said. ‘We have come here and inaugurated 
this new venture because we have every con- 
fidence that we will grow and develop here 
even as San Francisco has developed. 

“*The United Fruit Company owns and 
farms in excess of 600,000 acres of bananas 
in Central America and the West Indies. 
We export each year 51,000,000 bunches of 
bananas into the United States, and of these 
we produce one-half and purchase the re- 
mainder from the native nationals. That is 
equal to approximately a half bunch for evers 


only 28 years.’ 


JAMES ROLPH, JR. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Dear Mr. Rider:— 


I have before me your kind letter 


bananas 


person in this country, or about 50 
each. 

“"We are starting with 
but plan to install larger one There will 
be one arrival and sailing each week. Our 
fleet comprises 91 ships aggregating 400,000 


the small ships, 


tons, 

“Mr. Ward said he and the other 
were strongly impressed with the reception 
tendered by the Chamber of Commerce and 
all other San Franciscans, and gave the assur- 
ance that his Company will do everything pos- 
sible to aid in developing trade and commerce 
between here and Central America.” 


November 12th, 1927 


November 9th and thank you for the 


warmth of your congratulations and good wishes. 


Also, permit me to thank you for the bananas sent to my 
bunch to be discharged from the S. S. / 


Port Limon, Costa Rica. 


home, the first 


-imon which arrived here last Sunday from 
You must have realized that this 


is one of our favorite 


fruits and I can assure you we will enjoy them. 


With my compliments and kindest personal regards, 


Mr. 


aw S: 
United Fruit Company, 
1001 Fourth Street, 

San Francisco, California. 


Rider, Manager, 


Yours very sincerely. 


Tea time at the Pavilion. Sports Ground of Elders & Fyffes, Ltd., 
located at New Malden near London 


ahi 


Elders & Fyffes, Ltd., Sports Ground and Pavilion, 
Photographed at ceremony incident to opening of new 


Ground. The Sports Ground, is located midway between 
Avonmouth and Bristol 


View of the Bowling 
Green, Tennis Con rts 
and Pavilion at the new 

Garston Sports Ground 

of Elders & Fyffes, Ltd. 

This beauti ful new 
Ground was opened on 


July 23, 1927, with much 
success 


Letters of a Company Traveler 
to the President 


No. 


St. Peter Port 
Isle of Guernsey 

Channel Islands 
September 12, 1927 
Dear Mr. Cutter: 

I was favored to enjoy about the finest 
month of May that London has had in years. 
This good weather stopped then and there, 
however, and in later trips about England 
I had not much luck so far as weather was 
concerned until after June first. 

August Bank Holiday I spent in Old Ches- 
ter, going on to Liverpool, and to Garston, 
on the Tuesday morning, when they were 
unloading a cargo from Tela, Honduras. 

Mr. W. D. Thompson, Manager, Captain 
W. Long, Manager of Steamship Depart- 
ment, and Mr. J. D. Williamson, D. S. O., 
Superintendent Engineer, showed me the dif- 
ficulties they sometimes encounter with a 
cargo perhaps 20 per cent. overripe on ar- 
rival; this happened to be the case with a 
certain 20 per cent. of this very fruit. For- 
tunately the holiday market conditions could 
absorb these ripes far better than could a 
market at other times. 

It is really a great education to see these 
banana cargoes opened up on their arrival at 
English and Continental ports. After twenty 
years of observing cutting and loading con- 
ditions in the Tropics, and the start of steam- 
ers on their long journey to this side, I can 
now more fully understand why nothing but 
the best fruit can be handled to advantage, 
and the seriousness of having even slightly 
inferior cargoes placed in motion is obvious. 

The conveniences at Garston are well 
planned for discharging and moving loaded 
cars to the Weigh-House by electric capstan 
and cable; and their rail facilities for prompt 
train movement to the large Midland and 
North Country territory are splendid. I was 
particularly impressed with the ground floor 
storage space for general commodities, the 
large orange warehouse where Jamaica 
oranges are housed in the season, and_ the 
large and roomy offices on the floor above. 

I was just a week late to witness the formal 
opening of the latest Elders & Fyffes’ Sports 
Ground. This took place on July 23, and 
was a real wow. This matter of sports 
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grounds for their employees is something that 
E. & F. elaborate on and make much of. The 
ground for the London branch is located at 
New Malden, outside the city, perhaps a half 
hour from Bow Street, and that for Avon 
mouth (Bristol) is at Druid Stoke, exactly 
midway between Avonmouth Docks and Bris- 
tol City. 

The new ground of Elders & Fyffes 
(Northern) is reasonably near the offices, in 

where encroachment will not be 
and the lay-out is very carefully 
planned, Mr. A. Roger Ackerley, who per- 
sonally made the trip to Garston to open 
the ground, was very happy in his speech of 
inauguration, and referred to the fact that 
about sixty-four years ago he was born eight 
miles from the very spot on which they were 
standing and that he, as a young man, had 
played cricket and football with Mr. A. H. 
Stockley, in the same neighborhood. He little 
dreamed then that the day would come when 
he would open such a fine ground and pa- 
vilion for his firm's staff and workers. 

The pavilion is a commodious building, 
128 feet long by 50 feet wide, containing all 
necessary quarters for entertainment, §stor- 
age, bathing facilities and service. The ten- 
nis courts and bowling green and cricket pitch 
are already in fine condition, and football 
will be started seriously in October. Near 
the pavilion the house flag was flying at the 
mast head, the “Red Duster” from the gaff, 
and the signal flags in international code read 

“Welcome to our Ground.” 


a section 
serious, 


In Liverpool I visited one of the trio of 
new steamers especially built for the Canary 
Island trade, the S. S. Argual, Captain A. 
C. Woodhouse, Master. This vessel ini- 
tiated the regular line of new boats. from 
Liverpool to the Islands and return, used for 
the delivery of Canary Island bananas and 
other products. Canary bananas are now be- 
ing delivered with regularity and in prime 
condition. 

The new ships have passenger accommoda- 
tions very like our “San” boats, intended pri- 
marily for the use of employees proceeding 
to or from the Islands. On July 5, the last 


of these new Canary boats was delivered to 
the Company from the yards at Glasgow, of 
Messrs. Alexander Stephens & Sons. 

Two more ships are being built for the 
West India trade by Cammell Laird & Com- 


pany, Limited, at Birkenhead, River Mer- 
sey. They will be named the Samala and 
the Telapa, both names taken from rivers in 
Guatemala. 

I made two calls at Avonmouth Docks, 
the second one in early July when the rains 
seemed incessant. Mr. B. S. Caws, Man- 
ager, Captain E. W. Castle. Manager Steam- 
ship Department and Mr. W. R. Mitchell, 
Superintendent Engineer, were busy moving 
out a pretty cargo of Limon fruit brought in 
by the S. S. Ariguani, Captain Scudamore. 
This was one of the best cargoes I have seen 
in an English port this year. As at Avon- 
mouth, the docking facilities and discharge 
are well planned and operations proceed with 
smoothness and regular dispatch, I never 
ceased to marvel at the quick handling of 
loaded vans, their short stay in the train 
make-up yards, and the express speed at which 
they are routed to London and the adjacent 
southern territory from Avonmouth. Trains 
are always ready four hours after being or- 
dered. Average unloading speed at Avon- 
mouth is about 8,000 stems per hour and 
some 75 vans are constantly making the route 
in the process of loading with electric cap- 
stan control. Mr. Caws also has his ground 
storage arrangements and the first story office 
space easily accessible, and of ample size, and, 
as at Liverpool, the machines carry ashore 


Group of Staff em 
ployees taking f2 
place of strikers 
Photo taken at Ave 
mouth Docks at ti 
conclusion of the d 
charge of the Elders 
& Fyffes steam 
“Coronado”, during 
the dock atrike 
May, 1923 


these tropical cargoes in what seemed to me 
excellent time and with great care in hand 
ling. 

Since my visit Mr, Mitchell has retired 
after twenty-three years service with the 
Company and has been succeeded by Mr. 7 
R. Lees as Superintendent Engineer at Avon 
mouth. 

I was particularly drawn to the fine loca- 
tion in a very fine residential district of the 
Bristol Sports Ground at Druid Stoke. This 
property, like those at New Malden and Gar- 
ston, owned freehold by the Company, must 
be of increasing value each year. On enter- 
ing or leaving Avonmouth a visitor cannot 
but be much impressed by the new wide paved 
highway following the river from Bristol t& 
Avonmouth. I have seen no road like it in 
England. While I did not have the good 
fortune to hear the E. & F. Plantano Syn- 
copaters of Avonmouth in one of their dance 
programs, I understand they are a “proper” 
band. 

I was able this trip to have a day each with 
Mr. T. H. Shimmin at Glasgow, and Mr. 
C. E. Daniel at Hull; both were surely en- 
lightening trips. At Glasgow I was told of 
the presentation of a beautiful gold watch to 
Mr. Shimmin from the members of his staff, 
marking his twenty-first year of service at 
Glasgow, and also of the gift of a gold wrist- 
let watch to Mr. John Nimm, associated for 
a long period with Mr. Shimmin in the work 
at Glasgow. I cannot tell you how many 
times these gentlemen were called on the 
Phone the afternoon T was with them by cus- 
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tomers extending congratulations. Mr. Shim- 
min also ranks very high in the list of bowl- 
ing experts of E. & F, 


Ar Hull, where so much of the very be- 


sinning ot the Continental distribution of 
fruit was planned and made by Mr. KR. H. 
Sanders, now General Manager for the Con- 
tinent, with headquarters at Rotterdam, | 
spent almost an entire day with Mr. Daniel. 
(At present E. & F. ships are not making 
calls at Hull, their fruit being supplied by 
Liverpool.) Mr. Daniel is a low score golfer 
when away from his major work of having 
the Hull district properly supplied with fine 
quality fruit handled and housed. 
And incidentally, speaking of golt and of 
banana men, we must record also that Mr. 
T. W. Vanderpump, of Reading, an old 
triend and customer of E. & F., also plays 
tast golf and Spring was the winner 
of the Berks & Bucks Alliance Amateur Cup 
at Sonning Golf Club. 

Next year, if | come over, | 
Birmingham, Sheffield, Leeds. 
Southampton, the new establishment of Mr. 
George Ackerley in Dublin, Ireland, othe: 
important depots of E. & F., and plants of 
some of the large outside handlers. 

At Liverpool, I was for the first 
brought into touch with the Canary 
bananas, and I realized then what a solid. 
well-developed organization there must be 
in the Islands to back up this fruit, and how 
enormous are the difficulties with which it 
contends. Generally speaking, the Islands 
are innumerable small plots in size from less 
than a quarter upward, each with a 
small water channel for irrigation. The 
Canary Islands share with Egypt the dis- 
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tinction of being wholly dependent on irriga- 
tion, and the suUcx esstul growing of bananas 
is entirely based upon the distribution from 
springs and relatively small 
amount of Under normal conditions 
sufficient water to irrigate 


wells of the 
water. 
in acre of bananas 
£40 to £70, a 


al value of the 


costs the yearly rate of from 
rate often in excess of the rent 
land itself, 

Land transport has now 
places from women’s heads, 
mule carts to a large, 
fleet of motor lorries. 
on Grand Canary, Teneriffe, Gomera and 
La Palma Islands. The total area of these 
Islands, the largest group of the archipelago, 
is 2,044 square miles with santa Cruz, Ten- 
eriffe, the main shipping port and clearing 
house for the group, 

On this trip to the Continent 
I found bananas in the most un- 
expected places, priced at reason- 
able figures and in prime condi- 
tion. One expects this in the big 
cities, but hardly in the heart of 
the Hielands or in far-away Sark, 
in the Channel Islands. Every 


developed in most 
camels’ backs-and 
properly maintained 
Bananas are grown 


Packing Canary bana nas 


week the Island of Staffa, Loch Creran, Cre 
gan Narrows, and Eriska Island have new 
banana supplies. Some of the best I saw in all 
Scotland were in that charming old town of 
Ballachulish. In 1923, when I covered much 
of this territory and introduced the first copies 
of the song, “Yes, We Have No Bananas”, 
distribution was far smaller—or so it seemed 
tome. Places in England like Leighton Buz- 
zard and the Argyle Mansions of Chelsea, 
are doing much better nowadays in this di- 
rection. 


And everywhere the search for the straight 
banana! Over here we have heard of the 
photograph and the measurement by an ar- 
chi and the later safe deposit in a bank 
at Kingston, Jamaica, of a straight banana 
found there by Mr. R. C. Livingstone. His 
lawyers wrote the London offices of the music 
ting house of “I’ve Never Seen A 
aight Banana”, claiming the £10,000 re- 
ward offered by them for such a specimen. 
Unfortunately, the reply of the publishing 
firm will provide a surprise for Mr. Living- 
stone, for the reward is, it appears, subject 
to nineteen conditions, the first being that all 
bananas must enter the competition with their 
full names and pedigrees signed in their own 
handwriting. “Bertie”, as Mr. Livingstone’s 
banana is named, did not comply with the 
conditions and is therefore disqualified. 

Now, just rambling along again this month 
on widely separated topics—I think that 
Bobby Jones is without question the most 
popular American visiting the British Isles. 
One of his statements on his return to Amer- 
ica has worried a friend of mine. Bobby 
mentions an unusual local ordinance on the 
books of the town of St. Andrews, Scotland. 


ig 
t 


270 


At left: Irrigation, Banawe 
Plantation, Canary Islames 


Below: Loading crate 
bananas, Canary Islands 


which provides a fine and jail term for any 
person driving off the first tee of the old 
course at St. Andrews with an iron club 
Said friend did this very thing in 1923 on a 
quict Monday afternoon. In speaking of 
golf over here one naturally thinks of the 
famous Gleneagles Golf Course, laid out bs 
James Braid, and located not far from Glas- 
gow. Here on the King’s Course is the fam- 
ous 13th hole, called Braid’s Brawest At 
Gleneagles. It is always included among the 
18 holes of an imaginary ideal course, along 
with the 17th, the road hole, at St. Andrews. 

Boston, Lincolnshire, is a haven of rest and 
quiet. No need to rush about. Tomorrow 
will do. The motto of Old Boston, Eng- 
land, is “Why Worry?” At one time Bos- 
ton was a port of importance, spoken of as 
one of the largest of England. Its narrow 
little streets were humming with export and 
import. Early in the seventeenth century it 
was destined to become the mother of Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, U. §. A., in the growth 
and development of which it still takes pride 
and interest. 


In the background- 
St. Botolph’s Church, 
Old Boston, Lincoln- 
shire, England 


Boston “Stump”, as the stately tower of 


St. Botolph’s Church is known far and near, 


stands as a memorial to the fame that has 
passed with the years. “The Cathedral of 
the Marshes” it was called. Now it looks 
over a fair agricultural country where the 


soil will grow anything year after year, and 
is particularly the land of the potato. 

Old Boston of today has another distinc- 
tion. It is a paradise for fishermen. Every 
week-end, during the fishing season, parties 
of fishermen take possession of the banks of 
the Withan, the Hob-hole, and the Forty-- 
foot, patiently waiting for something to hap- 
pen as fishermen do the world over. Don’t 
they, Mr. Long? 

Anyone interested can today visit the old 
Guildhall at Boston and be shown the cells. 
in the basement, which the Pilgrim Fathers 
occupied before they the on 
the Mayflower which to he 
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does, 


People believe that Old 
lives Probably it 
It has no other alternative, and really 
makes the best ot something it does not look 
upon as a misfortune. 

While at Avonmouth with Mr. Caws, | 
visited a little village or Gloucestershire called 
Slimbridge, and made inquiry there as to my 
own who departed for America 
some hundred years or so after the Pilgrim 
Fathers. Sad to relate, no one in this little 
farming village has heard the 
name, much less known of any members of 
the family still associated with the village. 
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STRANGE as it may seem there are onl 
two coves in the whole coastline of England. 
One I am told is in Devon and the other, 
which I visited, is attractive little Lulworth 
Cove, near Swanage. Here is the perfection 


The quay at Old 
Boston 
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ot quiet, charm and comfort. I should men- 
tion as well, the Cove Hotel, via Wool sta- 
uion, one of those cosy, little, out of the world 
spots we all search for and like to share with 
others. Another place I like very much is 
near London. Stoke Pogis, Here Gray 
wrote his “Elegy”, and in this neighborhood 
in the old days, all the good folks who died 
in bed had the head and foot posts of their 
beds placed at the head and foot of their 
graves for company. In this old church is a 
fine specimen of a Leper’s Squint*, and some 
rare old colored glass windows. Near by, at 
Bayliss House, the former home. of Lord 
Chesterfield, where the famous Chesterfield 
letters were written, one may have afternoon 
tea. 


The “Norfolk Broads” took vacation toll 
of many of my English friends this Summer. 
The “Broads” is the stretch of fresh water 
ponds and rivers between Yarmouth at the 
sea side and Wroxham. This is a wonder- 
ful waterway in the Summer season, carrying 
every conceivable kind of water craft includ- 
ing the comfortable English houseboat in 
which families live all Summer long, chang- 
ing location from time to time. 

And now to jump a bit —cigarettes are 
far more generally smoked on this side than 
are cigars. In the U. S. A.. 14 cigarettes 
are smoked to | cigar; in England the ratio 
is 400 cigarettes to 1 cigar. Riding on the 
London & Northern Eastern railway, that 
sort of all-tunnel route, | journeyed to Leeds 
with three very literary chaps each of whom 
would regularly, in turn, about every three 
miles, start with a jump out of his book, grab 
his cigarette case, carefully tap a cigarette 
on the case, and light up. Quantities were 
always consumed; really between cigarette 
smoke and tunnel smoke, the ride to Leeds 
in a smoking compartment is a very smoky 
affair. 

American newspapers have lately been con- 
veying rather more definite news of approach- 
ing help for our farmers. The British gov- 
ernment is now considering a bill to give long 
credit to farmers here. Today there are only 
28 people per square mile on English farm 
ands as compared with 41 in Germany and 
69 in Belgium. Recently on a 175 mile trip 
through the centre of England, I did not see 
more than one field ploughed out of twenty. 
However, agriculture is still England’s lead- 
ing industry, and employs 1,250,000 people ; 
and England must import food stuffs at the 


* (Medieval architecture), an oblique opening in the 
screen or chancel wall of a church, to permit those in a 
side chapel or aisle to see the main altar. 
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Old Town Hall, Boston, Lincolnshire 


rate of $900,000,000 a year. This represent 
two-thirds of her food supply. Britain has 
millions of acres of farm land, but only 6,- 
500,000 are owned by the occupiers; about 
4,000,000 acres belong to the King and the 
dukes, 300,000 acres to the Universities, and 
240,000 acres to the Church. ‘There are 
24,000 large estates of more than 1,000 acres 
each. Some Farm Unions are demanding a 
bonus on ploughed land of not less than $10 
per acre. Already the growing of sugar beets 
has been greatly stimulated by a subsidy of 
this sort. 


A FASCINATING walk I never tire of 
in London is down the Strand to the City. 
The first item of interest is the Cross in 
front of Charing Cross Hotel, a copy of one 
of the crosses which was erected by Edward I 
to mark a resting place of Eleanor, his 
Queen, on her funeral Procession. Further 
on is the Church of St, Mary Le Strand, 
which is isolated in the middle of the Strand. 
The large building to the left is Bush House, 
Aiterica’s contribution to London's architec- 
ture. On-the north side of this building over 
the entrance, are two beautiful allegorical 
figures, America and England, with hands 
clasped. Next?is the Church of St. Clement 
Danes, the work of Sir Christopher Wren. 
It has an especial attraction for Americans 
on account of its association with Samuel 
Johnson. - On the left here, -are the Law 
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Original oak paneled Assembly 
Room, Old Town Hall, Boston 


Courts, with the monument in front known 
as the Griffin, marking the spot where stood 
the Temple Bar, the boundary between the 
Strand and the City. 

On, up Fleet Street, is the Cheshire Cheese 
Tavern and Chop House, also another haunt 
of Americans. It offers rather uncomfort- 
able seats and the floor is covered with sand. 
but all is forgotten in the famous pudding 
of lark and oysters, steak and kidney 
in an old-world atmosphere. The Old Cock. 
across the street, is another famous tavern 
and stopping place, where splendid food is 
served with quaint formality. And so one 
wanders passing St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
worth a day’s visit, the Guildhall, the Town- 
hall of London, with its collection of Roman 
antiques found in London, and the two fam- 
ous giants, Gog and Magog, and a rare old 
collection of tavern signs. A short distance 
away is the Mansion House, official residence 
of the Lord Mayor of London. and opposite 
is the Bank of England, in solid, unwindowed 
security, with the east end of the open space 
occupied with the Royal Exchange. and ad- 
joining it the famous maritime insurance or- 
ganization, Lloyds. Near by is the London 
Stock Exchange where they buy and sell Cela- 
nese, Teas, Home Rails, Rhodesia Minerals. 
Tin, Rubber, Ashanties, Gramaphones, Ship- 
ping, English Electrics and “Dog Deferred”. 
the "Change name for deferred shares of 
Wembley Stadium and Greyhound Race 
Course Limited. 


served 


on, 


A WALK of this sort is particularly rich 
in the number of churches found along the 
way in odd places. In most cases they are the 
work of Sir Christopher Wren. Three of 
them, St. Stephen’s, behind Mansion House. 
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St. Margaret's and St. Bartholomew’s, de- 
manded a second visit. There are other re- 
wards as well, in a walk of this sort, taken 
after busy office hours. 

In closing, I cannot omit quoting from a 
poem which was written by an artist among 
the passengers on the steamship Coronado, 
on her May journey back to England: 


“Here's to the Coronado, 

Long may she cross the Mair 

And to every desperado, 

Whom she brings home again. 

The World’s worst smoke-room chronic 
The dice will gladly shake. 

To drink in gin and tonic 

The health of Captain Drake.” 


I'd like to make that sentiment apply with 
equal vigor to all the men of the entire 
E. & F. group, afloat and ashore, whom I've 
not mentioned particularly thus far but whose 
thoughtfulness and courtesy everywhere have 
helped me in the office and along the road. 


Ir I am not ruled out after two of these 
letters, 1 am going to cross the Channel by 
the Batavier Line, in Untrrurrco next 
month, land in Rotterdam and briefly sketch 
a busy three weeks I had in The Land of 
the Wooden Shoes, as well as visits to France, 
Belgium and Germany, chaperoned through- 
out by my friends of FE. & F. (Continent). 


Faithfully 


Wisi Gee 


yours, 


The Banana 


The Boston Story Behind This Staple Food 


a 


(A Review Published in 


The Banana—Its History, Cultivation and 
Place Among Staple Foods, by Philip Keep Rey 
nolds; Houghton Mifflin Co. 
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N EW ENGLAND may feel an honest 
pride in this book. When in 1871 Capt. 
Lorenzo D. Baker of Wellfleet brought to 
Boston, in his little Cape Cod schooner, the 
first cargo of bananas ever brought to this 
port, he laid the foundation of the banana 
industry in America. To. the energy and 
foresight of ten Boston men who, led by An- 
drew W. Preston and Capt. Baker, founded 
the Boston Fruit Company, is due the com- 
mercial development that in little more than 
a generation has not only made a notable 
addition to a nation’s food supply, but done 
more probably than any other agency to build 
up helpful and friendly relations with the 
peoples of Latin America. 

However, vitally interesting as is the story 
of this achievement, the main theme of the 
book is the romantic history of the banana 
itself. Its origin, antedating history, its use 
as a food by primitive races. its journey round 
the world in which, by the hands of the first 
missionaries it reached America only a few 
years after Columbus, and its spread, after 
hundreds of years, to become a staple food 
for peoples of northern countries, are told 
in a clear, condensed style and orderly fash- 
ion. 

_ The subjects of the chapters are: Botan- 
ical Relations, Early History. Development 
of the Industry, How and Where the Ba- 
nana Grows, The Modern Plantation, Ocean 

Transportation, Marketing, Food Value, By- 

roducts, and An Ancient Empire Retrieved. 

The chapter on botanical relations has been 
edited by Prof. Oakes Ames of Harvard Uni- 
versity, and the chapter “An Ancient Empire 
Retrieved,’ by Prof. Herbert T. Spinden of 
eabody museum, Harvard University, to 
whom the author makes grateful acknowledg- 
ment. 

In dealing with early history 
quent reference to historical 
Ing a painstaking review 
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Philip Keep Reynolds 


The founding of the modern banana planta- 


tion, with the agricultural and sanitation 
problems, the building of tramways, railroads 
and shipping ports, the methods of ocean 
transportation and the distribution of a per- 
ishable fruit at all seasons from ports of en- 
try to all parts of the United States and 
Canada are, of course. presented in detail. 


oe, 
N ATURALLY, the building of this great 
industry is inseparable from the story of its 
pioneers. The exploits of Minor C. Keith 
in building railroads and starting plantations 
in Central America, of Capt. Baker and his 
Creative work in Jamaica, the organizing ge- 
nius of Andrew W. Preston and others, are 
an important part of this simple and inspir- 
ing narrative. 

A bibliography, probably the most com- 
plete on this subject now in print, accom- 
Panies the text. The book js profusely and 
well illustrated, and presents a complete re- 
view of great value to the student of com- 
mercial history, economic geography, modern 
usiness achievement, and Pan American re- 
lations. To these subjects of growing in- 
terest, the volume is an original and valuable 
contribution. 
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The Composition of the Banana 
By H. von Loesecke 


Research Department 


HE composition of the banana has 
been determined at various times since its in- 
troduction to the United States fifty-seven 
years ago, and to Europe eight years later, 
The list of substances, fourid in the banana, 
has grown in these fifty-seven years to preten- 
tious proportions until now we might name 
from fifteen to twenty different materials 
that serve as building stones for this fruit. 

It has long been known that the chief 
characteristics of unripe bananas are its high 
content of starch and its astringency and lack 
of sweetness. The ripe fruit, on the other 
hand, has little starch, considerable sugar and 
is not noticeably astringent. It is generally 
supposed that the astringency in the green 
fruit is due to the soluble tannins and that 
these tannins become insoluble as the fruit 
ripens and are then tasteless, But this ex- 
planation is still the subject of much con- 
treversy among different investigators. 

The hardness of the green fruit is due to 
the fact that the cells (of which the banana 
fruit, and indeed the entire banana plant is 
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Photomicrograph of the juice from the peel 
of a green banana. Globules of a gummy 
substance can be seen floating in the clear 
juice (Magn, approximately 400 XxX) 


composed) are held together by an insoluble 
substance known as protopectin. This sub- 
stance is found to be the main constituent 
of the youngest parts of the cell walls, and 
as the fruit ripens the protopectin is changed 
by enzymes into pectin and then into various 
semi-acid, or acid bodies. Pectin, the inter- 
mediate product of the change, swells up in 
water to form a jelly so that when this first 
layer of cell wall reaches this stage, the fruit 
becomes soft in texture, due to the fact that 
the cell walls are no longer cemented together 
by the hard protopectin. 


When the peel of a green banana is punc- 
tured, a sticky, milky fluid oozes from the 
wound. Under the microscope this fluid is 
seen to consist of numerous spherical bodies 
The starch grains in a section of unripe which can be made to coalesce, under suit- 
banana as seen under the microscope. able conditions, forming an exceedingly tacky 
When ripe these have almost entirely dis- gum. The latex also contains sugars, alde- 
appeared (Magn. approximately 400 xX) hydes, tannins, salts and water. This same 
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latex is present in the pulp of green bananas 
but it practically dries out during ripening 
and little is left in the pulp and peel of ripe 
bananas. 

It has already been stated that the green 
fruit contains much starch and but little su- 
gar, but during ripening the starch is con- 
verted into sugar. This conversion does not 
“just happen”, but is brought about by en- 
zymes, substances of unknown composition 
produced by all living cells. Each enzyme 
has a definite bit of work to perform, and 
in such a complicated process as the ripening 
of a banana we would expect a considerable 
number of enzymes to be present to make 
the process complete. And such is the case, 
for during the maturation of the fruit six 
enzymes have been detected, each carrying 
on a definite chemical reaction. 


I: has long been known that although the 
chief characteristics of the unripe banana are 
its high content of starch, its astringency and 
its lack of sweetness, in striking contrast the 
characteristics of the ripe fruit are the almost 
total absence of starch, disappearance of 
astringency and the presence of considerable 
sugars, 

During ripening the characteristic aroma 
of the fruit develops, due to the formation 
of esters; but the mechanism of their forma- 
tion is still rather obscure. The odorous con- 
stituents of'a ripe banana are present in sur- 
prisingly small quantities, amounting to about 
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0.0013 per cent. of the weight of the pulp. 
The taste and aroma are not due to indi- 
vidual substances alone, but consist of amyl 
esters of acetic and butyric acid, with small 
amounts of alcohols, and acetaldehyde, all 
nicely blended by Nature, 

The few experiments that have been car- 
ried out indicate that the protein of a banana 
remains constant during the ripening of the 
fruit, but just what happens to the fat during 
the same period is apparently still unknown. 
Proteins build and repair the tissues of the 
animal organism, but all proteins are not of 
equal nutritive value, their completeness as 
food factors being dependent upon their amine 
acid content. From the standpoint of diete- 
tics the nature of the protein of bananas is 
worthy of careful investigation. In addition 
to the organic compounds already mentioned, 
the banana contains an appreciable quantity 
of inorganic substances such as calcium, mag- 
nesium, potassium, sodium, phosphorus, chlo- 
rine, sulphur and iron, and all of them have 
an important bearing upon the food value of 
the fruit. 

Finally, the banana contains those elusive 
substances called vitamins. At the present 
time there are five vitamins known to the bio- 
chemist. Of these the banana contains vita- 
min A (growth promoting vitamin), vitamin 
B (antineuritic), vitamin C (antiscurvy), and 
probably is not lacking in vitamin E (fertility 
vitamin). No evidence, however, has been 
obtained that the fruit contains the anti- 
rachitic vitamin D. 


Stomate of a Green Gros Michel 


At A is shown the nucleus of epi- 
dermal cell; B, epidermal cell near 
stomate; C, the chloroplasts contain- 
ing starch grains; D, guard cell of 
the stomate; E, the stomatal cavity; 
F, nucleus of auxiliary cell; G, 
cytoplasm of auxiliary cell; H, one 
of the auxiliary cells surrounding 
the stomatal cavity. Above them are 
seen two guard cells 


It is through these small openings in 
the very outermost layer of the pee! 
that the banana obtains all its oxy- 
gen for performing the various rip- 
ening processes, These openings are 
very minute, there being about 2500 
in every square inch of peel. As these 
openings are only a few cells deep, 
the majority of the peel represents a 
solid protective coating for the pulp 


December, 1027 


A lengthwise section of banana espe- 
cially stained to show the latex ducts 


running transversely in the pulp 


(Magn. approximately 3.5 X) 


Even this brief outline shows the composi- 
tion of the banana to be highly complex. We 
have not dwelt at all on the cellulose, the 
pentosans, or the coloring matter of the peel ; 
indeed, but little is known about this latter 
subject except that the color is probably due 
to such pigments as chlorophyl and caroti- 
noids. But as research penctrates deeper, 
there is every reason to believe that all these 
problems will be solved and new facts brought 
to light having an important bearing upon 
the food value of this fruit. 


“There is but one straight road to success, 
and that is merit. The man who is success- 
ful is the man who is useful. Capacity never 
lacks opportunity.” 


Banana Wins Way Out of 
Suspected Class 


By Dr. Morris FisHpetn 


Journal of the American Medical Association and 


of Hyagcia, the Health 


Editor, 


Magazine 


HE banana has forced its way out of 
the foods looked upon with suspicion to the 
group that men consider the staples of the 
human dietary, 

For people in many tropical countries it is 
the chief source of carbohydrate or sugar in 
the diet. This fruit is now abundant, easily 
obtained and available at a moderate cost. 


Because of the skin that covers it, the ba- 
nana reaches the purchaser in a clean con- 
dition. It is easily peeled and therefore read- 
ily eaten under any circumstances. It requires 
no cooking, but it may be prepared in a num- 
ber of ways to add variety to its taste. 


Water and Heat 


A comparison made by the United States 
Department of Agriculture shows that the 
banana has 75.3 per cent. of water as against 
78.3 per cent. for the potato, 1.3 per cent. 
protein as against 2.2 per cent. for the po- 
tato, 0.6 per cent. fat as against 0.1 per cent., 
22.0 per cent. carbohydrate as against 18.4 
per cent. for the potato and 0.8 per cent. 
mineral matter as against 1.0 per cent. 

The banana provides about 460 calories as 
against 385 calories for the potato. ‘The 460 
calories per pound provided by the banana 
may be compared with 290 calories for the 
apple, 240 for the orange, 570 for lima beans, 
470 for green corn, 465 for green peas, 215 
for beets, 210 for carrots, 145 for cabbage, 
110 for spinach and 105 for asparagus, 

The banana does not interfere in any way 
with digestion if it is eaten ripe. Any fruit 
when eaten in the green state may produce 
digestive disturbances but the banana when 
ripe, or when cooked in the unripe stage, is 
easily digested. 


Ripens After It's Picked 


As most people now know, the banana is 
picked green and when received in this coun- 
try is still green and hard. The starch in it 
is not broken down into sugars. The fruit 
ripens and in the process the change from 
starch to sugars takes place. An indication 
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ot the ripening is the complete disappear- 
ance of the green from the peel. Until the 
banana is fully ripe it should be kept at the 
room temperature and not in the ice chest. 
Cold will prevent ripening and the develop- 
ment of the sweet flavor. 

As to the vitamin content of the banana 
recent investigations by Eddy of the Colum- 
bia University indicate that the banana has 
about one-twentieth the value of pure butter 


for Vitamin A, and is about equal to green 
peas for this vitamin; for Vitamin B it 
about equal to tomato juice and nearly me 
the best milk; for C it compares favorably 
with oranges and tomatoes. It is deficient 
in Vitamin D, the substance that prevents 
rickets, 


—Reprinted through the courtesy of 


NEA Service, Inc. 


Entr'acte 
By A. M. Paisley 


Manager's Office, New York 


In all of Barrios Bay there was not a rip- 
ple. The tepid water lay quietly between 
hot hills as if too exhausted to move, and 
with a dull, glassy stare it returned the fero- 
cious glare of a relentless tropical sky. Not 
a sound came through the steaming air. The 
good ship Carrillo, her white hull yleaming, 
lay at anchor far out in the bay—so far out 
that even the sparse civilization of tiny Liv- 
ingston seemed to be in another world. 

[ lay on the boat-deck, turning my body 
slowly as though it were a roast on a spit, 
quite frankly tempting the agonies of a cruel 
sunburn so that | might proudly display to 
friends on my return to New York a healthy, 
rough-and-ready tan. To insure the proper 
color on my back and shoulders I slouched 
over the rail. 

Alongside the towering white hull the wa- 
ter looked as though it might be the glass 
tank of an aquarium—greenish, clear, deep. 
A small gar, pale green under the surface, 
swam lazily near the steel wall, paused, took 
his leave, reappeared, and again drifted leis- 
urely away. There was no other sign of 
life. A white line drooped from one of the 
lower ports into the still depths below. 

Many of the crew were stretched prone 
on the poop deck, some in the protect- 
ing shade of life-boats, others, like my- 
self, in the broiling sun. Now and then a 
coarse laugh broke the stillness. Occasionally 
a man walked across the well-deck. 

Again my eyes rested upon the still water. 
Suddenly the white line quivered ; it jerked; 
it grew taut. It raced out from the side of 
the ship. It swished through the water, de- 
scribed an immense arc, retraced it. “Here’s 


some excitement!” I thought, and I watched 
eagerly without shouting, for I doubted that 
my voice would carry down into the port. 

“Will they never come to life?” Ah—a 
white-capped head was thrust out of the port. 
The line began to slide in, jerking, slipping 
back, swishing from side to side. A great 
dark form loomed under the water. 


“Pescado!” yelled a Spaniard. In a mo- 
ment the starboard rail was lined with sea- 
men, oilers, cooks, stewards, the butcher, bak- 
ers, and others—a line of yelling, laughing, 
gesticulating humanity. I called the radio 
operators and ran for my camera, and from 


our high vantage point we three watched the 
show. 


We saw the big, blunt-headed fish hang- 
ing, its head partly out of the water, its great 
gills working convulsively, its mighty tail 
floundering heavily. How to hoist the shark 
aboard was the problem. Suggestions came 
thick and fast from the jabbering crew. A 
large burden-hook was lowered and juggled 
until it sank into the yawning cavern where 
cruel saw-teeth gleamed white, but when the 
hook touched the inside of the creature's 
mouth, the fish jumped and churned the wa- 
ter into foam, and the hook swung free. 
Time after time this was repeated. 


Then a happy idea occurred: to someone. 
The line was passed carefully from port to 
Port until it was grasped by eager hands 
along the rail of the well-deck. Many strong 
arms pulled on the line. Many strong backs 
bent to the work. But five hundred pounds 
of squirming fish refused to budge. A half- 


(Turn to page 288) 
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The Airship ‘“Tela”™’ 


New Plane Purchased by United Fruit Company Will Carry 
Passengers and Mail Between Tela and Tegucigalpa 


The “Tela” just before taking off at Anacostia Field, 


N line with its policy of keeping abreast of 
the latest developments in equipment and ser- 
vice, the Unrrep Frurr Company recently 
purchased from a well-known aircraft manu- 
facturer a Fokker monoplane equipped with 
a 220 horsepower Wright whirlwind motor. 
This motor is a replica of the engine used by 
Colonel Lindbergh in his historic flight from 
New York to Paris. 

The “Tela”, for such is the name of the 
plane, will be utilized by the Tela Railroad 
Company to carry passengers and mail be- 
tween Tela, Honduras, which is our port 
of entry, and Tegucigalpa, the capital of the 
country. 

The time required for the round trip be- 
tween these two points will now be four 
hours where formerly forty-eight hours were 
required for the one way journey. 

In order to determine the exact flying qual- 
ities, speed and fuel consumption of this plane, 
it was put through a splendid test in the form 
of a flight from Teterboro Field, New Jer- 
sey, to Washington, D. C., where a stop was 
made at Anacostia Field for the purpose of 
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Washington, D. C., after a test flight 


testing its earth inductor compass and de- 
termining the lifting capacity of the ship, 

Despite severe adverse head winds, the 
plane made this flight in four hours and the 
results of the other tests made at Anacostia 
Field were so successful that the Company 
decided to fly the plane from Washington to 
New Orleans. 

After many rigid tests and a thorough ex- 
amination of the motor by an expert from the 
Fokker plant, a take-off was made at 3 A. M. 
Tuesday, October 11 for New Orleans. Mr. 
Sumner B, Morgan acting as pilot and Lieu- 
tenant A, P. Flagg of the Navy Department 
in the capacity of co-pilot and navigator. 
Both these fliers are experienced pilots and 
have many hundreds of hours in the air to 
their credit. Mr. Morgan has been piloting 
Unirep Frurr Company planes in Hondu- 
ras for the last two years and Lieutenant 
Flagg took part in the search for the late 
Commander Rodgers, U. S. N., who was 
lost for nineteen days in the attempted flight 
from San Francisco to Hawaii. 


Just before the take-off, Mr. Bruce Howe. 


we) 


The fliers being greeted by Crawford H. Ellis, Vice President of the United 
Fruit Company, upon their arrival at New Orleans. Mr. Ellis is holding the 
letter sent to Mayor O'Keefe of New Orleans by Curtis D. Wilbur, Secretary 
of the Navy. The figure at the extreme right is W. Scott Hammond, of the 


New Orleans Dock Board 


who is president of the Navy League of the 
United States, accompanied by Mrs. Howe, 
arrived at the flying field and presented the 
aviators with a letter addressed to Mayor 
O'Keefe of New Orleans, carrying the greet- 
ings of Mr. Curtis D. Wilbur, Secretary of 
the Navy. The aviators also carried a let- 
ter of greeting from Mr. M. C. O’Hearn, 
Vice President in Charge of Northern Do- 
mestic Divisions, to Mr. Crawford H. Ellis, 
Vice President in Charge of Southern Do- 
mestic Divisions; also a letter from Mr. 
O'Hearn to Mr. W. Scott Hammond of the 
New Orleans Dock Board. 

After fighting head winds and rain storms 
most of the way from Washington, the T'ela 
landed at Calendar Field, New Orleans, at 
1:28 P. M. on Wednesday, after making a 
stop at Montgomery, Alabama. Head winds 
and severe wind storms made the Tela turn 
back Tuesday afternoon when half the dis- 
tance between Montgomery and Mobile had 
been traversed, the pilots bringing the plane 
down in Montgomery at five o'clock Tues- 
day evening. Despite adverse weather con- 
ditions, they took off Wednesday morning at 


nine o'clock. 

Although the plane averaged over 90 miles 
per hour in her test flights, high winds and 
weather conditions from Montgomery on cut 
down her speed to less than 60 miles pe: 
hour. Upon arrival in Calendar Field, New 
Orleans, both aviators stated that the weath=- 
conditions met on this flight were the mos: 
terrific that either of them had ever encour 
tered. 

Mr. Ellis and a delegation from the New 
Orleans civic bodies met the plane upon. its 
arrival at Calendar Field and later enter- 
tained the aviators at a banquet. 

The Tela, having successfully weathered 
this severe test, was dismantled and shipped 
to her home port, Tela, Honduras, aboard 
the S. S. Abangarez. 


Roster 


United Fruit Company Steamship Service | 


WiLuiaAM Newsome, Vice PresipeNt Remincton G. Piumer, 
IN CHARGE OF STEAMSHIP OPERATIONS, Manacer STeaMsHip Operations, 
Boston Boston 
Artuur G. DunninG, Marine SupertnTENDENT, Boston 
Davin H. Younc, SUPERINTENDENT NEW Construction, Boston 
A. D. Livincston, Port Caprain, New York | | 
Witutam M. Ross, Port Captain, New Or.Eans 
Tom Smiru, Port Capratn, SAN FRANCISCO | 
H. Harris Rosson, SuPERINTENDING ENGINEER, New York 
WituuM A, INGHAM, Port Encinger, New York 
Epwin A. YANDELL, Port Enoingzr, New Or.eans 


\ Stanton G. Tirrany, Supt. MAINTENANCE AND Repairs, New YorK 


Steamships Captains Chief Engineers 
A bangarez W. A. Card R. M. Stoddart 
Atenas E. W. Holmes Andrew Hall 
Calamares H. Spencer WJ. Banner 
Camden E. Bornholdt Bert Taylor 
Carrillo A. Thompson W. E. Sutherland 
Cartago G. A. McBride David Findlay 
Castilla W. H. Fagen H. F. Rodenberg 
Coppename J. Shiell A. J. Olsen 
Esparta G. Eppelman T. McAuley 
Heredia L. Burmeister G. Smart 
Triona E. F. Beyer C. Johnson 
La Marea J. C. Jackson C. B. McGhee 
La Perla J. C. Scott Chas. Killion 
La Playa Harry Irvine N. 8. Esplin 
Levisa L. G. Scofield M. J. Leary 
Limon C. D. McRe M. Casieras  ~ 
Macabi R. D. Robbins C. Jones 
Manaqui E. J. Minister G. T. Lockhart 
Maravi D. W. McLellan G. W. Houston 
Mayari R. Laverty R. J. Quiery 
Metapan A. A. Dalzell Fred Tyler 
Parismina L. P. Ritchie T. C. Jolly 
Pastores C. R. Glenn W. J. Davison 
San Benito D. M. Macdonald W. J. Heins 
San Blas G. H. Grant O. Williams 
San Bruno 8. 7. Barr C. Neill 
San Gil W. J. Mathers W. Steen 
San Jose E. Petersen H. Haeselich | 
San Mateo K. N. Bauer A. P. Muniz 
San Pablo G. E. Adams J. Marley 
Santa Marta W. O. Barratt W’. Englebert 
Saramacca H. A. Hansen J. Honniball 
Sixaola G. W. Spears B. Ritchie 
Suriname L. P. Hansen O. 8. Coleman 
Tela O. Larsen L. H. Ayers 
Tivives C. O'Neil W. Montgomery 
Toloa C. W. Whidden A. W. Patterson 
Turrialba Edward Baxter D. K. Romaine 
Ulua W.C. Towell F. J. Blamey 
Zacapa W. J. Close J. Elder 


| 
SS 


281 


Christmas 


By James Edward Hungerford 


HRISTMAS! The magical, musical ring of it 
No finer word in the world can be found! 
Molded and made for we mortals to sing of it; 
Full of the “tingle” that makes pulses pound! 
Christmas! The lilt and the rhythm and thrill of it! 
Dear, loving word that was made to impart 
Happiness, friends- -may you all have your fill of it 
Feeling the throb of it deep in your heart! 


Christmas! It’s coming to wipe away care again— 
Blotting out memories tragic and drear; 
Bringing rich blessings for mankind to share again- 
Filling our hearts with the magic of cheer! 
Christmas! To some it means cour age to start again; 
Help for the helpless, and stren; gth for the strong! 
Giving the hopeless a chance to take he art again— 


God's loving gifts to humanity’s throng! 


Christmas! We all love the sound and the sing of it; 
Sinner and saint, and the godless and good: 

Hearts of the world all respond to the ring of it— 
Bringing mankind into one brotherhood ! 

Christmas! All Nations rejoice to the thrill of ir!— 
Paupers and peasants; the rich and renowned; 

Spirit of Love—may we bow to the will of it— 

Then we'll have Christmas the w hole year around! 


3 
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Personals 
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HE Misses Lillian Smith, Annie Cail- 
louette, Harriette Williams and Doris Mer- 
riam arrived in Preston early in October to 
take up their duties in the Central Office. 
Since their advent there has been a noticeable 
improvement in the appearance of unattached 
male inhabitants. Men who have been 
known to shave only once a week now appear 
each morning with a new application of Men- 
nens. Neckties and coats have been resur- 
rected from the moth balls and at each meal 
the Hotel Dining Room has much the ap- 
pearance of the Touraine or Copley Plaza. 
Even the hardened bachelors have decided 
that where there is life there is hope, and 
appear at meals immaculately clad. The 
four girls are assured of a pleasant stay in 
Preston, and have expressed their pleasure 
because of the assignment to this Division. 

Miss Peggy Murphy, sister of Mr. ye 
Murphy, Division Engineer, is also a recent 
arrival, and plans to stay until after the next 
zafra. She accompanied Mrs. Murphy and 
the two Murphy juniors, Jimmie and Jack, 
when they returned from the States. 

Other members of the fairer sex who have 
recently arrived at Preston are Misses Mur- 
rell A. DeBard and Ethel M. Roblin. nurses 
for the Hospital. 

New employees welcomed in Preston dur- 
ing October were: Messrs, Henry W. Boltz 
and Carl R. Stevenson for the Accounting 
Department; J. R. Saunders for the M. & 
S.; and Marcellus C. Miller, new Quarter- 
master and Welfare Worker. 

Joe Dudley, Beau Brummel of the Ac- 
counting Department, as well as Assistant 
Chief Clerk, returned from the States with 
the most weird assortment of neckties, golf 
hose, golf shoes, etc., imaginable. Toe admits 
that he spent most of his time in New York 
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doing window shopping up and down Broad- 
way and finally decided to give the natives a 
treat. He did, too, when he stepped out on 
the golf course the first day after his return. 
He outshone the tropical sun, and that was 
perhaps one reason why his usual good game 
went to pot and he turned in a card that 
added up like the National Debt. 

Paul E. Dearmin, the Chief Clerk of the 
Mill Engineering Department, is walking 
on air just now. He recently made a jour- 
ney to Havana and came back a very much 
engaged man. The fortunate young lady is 
Miss Mariog True of Havana and New Ha- 
ven, Conn., and the nuptials are to be per- 
formed in the early Spring. The old plati- 
tude “Bless you my children” is in order. 

Officers of the Preston Athletic Associa- 
tion, elected at the October meeting, are 
Moses S. Kidder, President: R. B. Perry, 
Vice President; Albert M. Anderson, Trea- 
surer; John E. Lynch, Secretary: Board of 
Governors, J. B. Trinler, J. O. Posey, F. R. 
Blunt, John E. Murphy and L. Naranjo. 

Enthusiasm has been revived in baseball 
and talk of a Nine to rival the Preston teams 
of days gone by is current. With the young 
ladies to root for the team and to beam upon 
our heroes, resplendent in their modish Pres- 
ton uniforms, how can the boys do anything 
but their best? And we have the makings 
of a real baseball team. 

A new Panatrope, purchased by the P. A. 
A. for the club, arrived in Preston October 
27. It was not landed in time for the dance 
on the 28th, but will be installed and in 
operation in time for our November party, 


Ox SUNDAY, October 23, all addicts 
of the Royal and Ancient Game assembled 
at the Preston Golf Club to compete in tour- 
nament play. 


! 


After the usual preliminaries of discussion 


regarding handicaps, swinging of drivers. 
irons, etc., the various foursomes got under 
way. 

The course was in fine shape after the re- 
cent rains, and all signs of weather cracks 
had disappeared. There was plenty of keen 


competition among the medallists, but, owing 


to the tricky greens. no records were broken. 

C. L. Tassin topped the list with a 70 net, 
while D. P. Tangney came in second with a 
net of 74, and W. B. Gist and Jimmie Gis- 
pert tied for third with 75, 

An experiment of interest to golfers is to 
be tried out at Preston very soon. Some of 
the golfing fans found that to play around 
nine holes after office hours and then get 
back to the quarters for dinner Was just a 
little strenuous. Why not tr “Moonlight 
Golf” was a question no one could answer, so 
the services of the Experimental Department 
of A. J. Spalding & Brothers were pressed 
into service and they have developed a golf 
ball with a luminous cover. Some of these 
balls are being sent to Preston for trial, and 
if the experiment is a success there will be 
many a moonlight tournament. The plan is 
to use the luminous ball and send the caddv 
ahead to the next hole with a flash-light which 
will take the place of the flag for daytime 
playing. 


The place for a crab is in the ocean, not 
in the office. 


Central Office, 


Preston Division 


Guaro Personals 


I+ is understood that Mr. Frederick R. 
Opperman, formerly of London, England 
now Timekeeper on Biran Farm, possesses 
considerable manual dexterity when it comes 
to tickling the ivories, and we look forward 
to an exhibition of his talent in the near 
future. 

Mr. John R. Jacoby, from Whitneyville, 
Conn., takes the place of Mr. R. A. Carter 
as Timekeeper on Guaro Farm, the latter 
having been promoted to Junior Overseer 
on Mejia Farm. Besides being a very good 
double for “Lindy”, Mr. Jacoby can wield 


a wicked bow on his fiddle, when coaxed to 
so do. 


Mr.. Bascom P. DuBose, a Georgia 
“cracker” has taken up his duties as Assis- 
tant Inspector of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment. We all must look up to Mr. DuBose. 
as he stands six feet four in his stocking feet. 

Mr. Henry B. Waterman. a recent ar- 
rival at this Division, who is now Time- 
keeper on Juliana Farm, feels quite at home, 
as he was born at Soledad, Cuba, and has 
served three years as Timekeeper and As- 
sistant Overseer on one of the banana planta- 
tions of Tela. 

Mr. George E. Reeve, a stenographer from 
England, arrived recently, He will be in 
the Superintendent’s Office in Guaro. 


Mr. Joseph Arthur Harris, formerly of 
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December, 1927 


Cuba, Kansas, but now of Cavell Farm, 
Cuba, is another recent addition to the per- 
sonnel of the Agricultural Department. 

Mr. Milton D. Leeper and family ar- 
rived on the night of October 22. Mr. 
Leeper is to be Assistant Superintendent of 
Live Stock, with headquarters at Santa Isa- 
bel. 

Another new arrival is Mr. William Ed- 


wards, who has taken over the position of 
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Timekeeper on Mulas Farm, 

Practically all employees of the Agricul- 
tural Department have now returned from 
their annual sojourns in the United States, 
Canada, England, Haiti, or wherever to 
them may be “home sweet home”. The 
“spell of the Tropics” prevailed, and, with 
the exception of one or two, all have returned 
to assume their respective duties again, with 
renewed energy. 


President Machado Visits the Preston Division 


Re ception of General Gerardo Machado 


, President of the Re public of Cuba, 


at the Manager's House, Preston Division, October 9, 1927 


N Sunday, October 9, Presfon was 
honored by a visit from the President of the 
Republic of Cuba, General Gerardo Machado: 
the Vice President, Sr. Carlos de la Rosa: 
the President of the Cuban Senate, Dr. 
Clemente Vasquez Bello; the Governor of 
the Province of Oriente, Sr. José R. Barcelé 
and various other high officials of the Cuban 
government. 

The President and his party arrived on the 
S. S. Guantanamo, escorted by the Cuban 
gun-boat Cuba and the Company’s tug La 
Criada. They were received by our Preston 


officials, local authorities and various com- 
missions appointed to greet them, while all 
the boats in the harbor. the mill and various 
locomotives sounded their whistles in wel- 
come, 


The party was conducted to the Manager's 
residence and entertained in a manner fitting 
such distinguished visitors. Before refresh- 
ments were served, Mr. Luis Esquivel §.. 
representing the Preston Division Administra- 
tion, read a cablegram from Mr. W. W. 
Schuyler, General Manager Cuban Divisions, 
who was then in Boston, thanking President 
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Machado for his visit to Preston and extend- 
ing a cordial welcome in the names of Presi- 
| : dent Cutter, Vice President Chittenden and 
himself. Mr, Harold Harty, Manager of the 
Banes Division, then made a speech of wel- 
come, 

President Machado expressed himself as 
being much pleased with his reception, and 


UntFruirteo 


stated in no uncertain terms his satisfaction 
as to the Company’s policies. He declared the 
Unirep Frurr Company an honor to Cuba. 


As time was limited, the party left shortly 
for the town of Mayari. They returned to 
Preston late in the afternoon to take the 
steamer to Nuevitas. 


} Ob Lord,a golfer Tl neer be, 

I Unless I get some help from Thee~ 

It 5 my only chance; 
Bul theres one t 
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~WHOS WHO IN PRESTON 
Gol. Frank R.Blunt. 


Almirante 


President Chiari’s Visit 


On Sunday, October 9, the S. S. Parismina 
dropped off its schedule at Cristobal and 
sailed for our port with a very distinguished 
y group of passengers. President Don Rodolfo 
al Chiari headed the list of some twenty-odd 

leading statesmen and citizens of Panama. 

On arrival at Bocas Monday morning the 

plans, formulated a week previously for the 

reception and entertainment of the distin- 
guished guests, began to work out to a nicety. 

Everything was done to demonstrate the 

honor and pleasure felt. In Almirante, a 21- 

gun salute was fired when the party arrived 


Tuesday, and the entertainment was topped 
off by dances in Almirante and Guabito and 
excursiqns through the Division. The Divi- 
sion Manager's house served as headquarters 
for His Honor. The party sailed for Cris- 
tobal on the flag-bedecked Saramacca, Wed- 
nesday, the 12th, 


Personals 


Returned: Mr. E. C. Adams from An- 
nual Conference and brief vacation in the 
south with Mrs. Adams, who returned to 
Almirante with him. 


Mr. K. W. Harding from Merchandise 


December, 1927 


Conference and vacation with Mrs. Harding. 

Mrs. W. C. Miskell and son from vaca- 
tion in New England. 

Mr. and Mrs, J. I. Morris from vacation 
in New York. 

Mr. Raf. Calabria and family from vaca- 
tion in New York. 

Departed: Mr. and Mrs. G. Wray 
to Kingston on vacation. 

Mr. C. E. Moore and family to the States, 
following completion of Mr. Moore’s work 
in the Research Department. 

Transferred: Mr. R. W. Haley from our 
Accounting Department to Chiriqui. He 


W. 


Ox JANUARY 1, 1911, several ambi- 
tious rookies arrived in town with a definite 
purpose in view—that of learning how to 
raise bananas. One of the youngsters was 
E. C. Adams, who became Timekeeper on 
Dos Cafios Farm. 

He performed his duties thoroughly and 
well, prepared himself for the next step up 
the ladder and was promoted to Mandador 
in April, 1912. 

He successfully developed several farms 
from then until 1917 when he was granted 
indefinite leave of absence to enlist for War 
service. Returning in April, 1919, he was 
assigned duties of Mandador and on Janu- 
ary 1, 1920, was promoted to position of 
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will work under an old Almirante man, Mr. 
E. K. Duke, recently appointed Acting Aec- 
countant at Panama City. 

Mr. Thomas J. Owens, Cristobal Divi- 
sion, and Mr. Charles D. Tibbetts, Banes 
Division, transferred to our Accounting De- 
partment. 


Visitors: Messrs. E. K. Duke and W. R. 
Crosby spent several days here on account- 
ing matters. 

Mr. D. R. Brewer, Jamaica Division, was 
here several days compiling figures on living 


costs, 


Almirante’s Album 
Page VIII 


(Editor’s note: Since receiv- 
ing this brief sketch of Mr. 
Adams's career with the Com- 
pany, we have learned of his ap- 
pointment as Manager, Panama 
Division, vice Mr. H. 8. Blair, 
who is now Manager of the Chi- 
riqui Land Company) 


District Superintendent of Sixaola East. On 
New Year's day of 1921 he was again pro- 
moted, this time to fill the position of Super- 
intendent of Agriculture, 

The Agricultural Department under Mr. 
Adams's direction supervises 130,000 acres of 
banana, cacao, pasture and other lands, op- 
erates 21 miles of farm trams, cares for a 
live stock herd of 3,000 head, and employs 
close to 2,000 men. 

The Department has made three records: 

1. The Nine-hand stems of bananas raised 
in Panama Division are the largest in the 
world. 

2. Panama cacao has an aroma that is 
distinctly its own. 
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3. Low turnover of employees. 

Mr. Adams is an ardent sportsman; he 
plays every game well from polo to golf. 
Teal is his favorite duck and he is known to 
have walked 15 miles to bag one. His love 
of animals is demonstrated in the condition 
of our live stock all of which are well 
groomed, carefully worked and humanely 
treated. 


Spanish at a Glance 


(The following poem was forwarded 


anonymously from Havana) 


Rato is a little while 

Rata is a rat I think 

Tinto is a kind of wine, 
Tinta any kind of ink. 
Look, there is a rata rat 
Eating up the fruta fruit! 
Good thing we have gata cat, 
Hit it with a dota boot! 
Musica is music—hark! 
Listen to the banda band 
Playing in the pargue park! 
Do you sabe understand? 
Take a banco bench and note 
Ripples that I hago make 
When I row my bote boat 
On the silvery Jago lake. 
But if banda is a band 
And a bota is a boot 

How can mano mean a hand 
Or my ropa be my suit? 
Pino always is a pine 

Ropa never is a rope 

Mina always means a mine 
Sopa never is the soap. 

If I ask for vino wine 
Vino also means it came; 
Combination fino fine! 
What is in a nombre name? 
Carta never is a cart 

Mano never means a man 
What can be the arte art 

Is there any plano plan? 
Mula always means a mule 
Desde since Old Noah's flood 
But we say escuela school 
Claro clear as lodo mud. 
Since a rosa is a rose 

But a vino not a vine 

Be it then my fin or close 
Not another Jinea line. 


UNIFRUITCO 


January first is his lucky day as will be 
noted by his promotions. 

During his 17 years of service Mr. Adams 
has worked diligently for the interests of 
our Company, has set a splendid example for 
his fellow workers to follow and has devel- 
oped a spirit of loyalty and cooperation among 
his men which is a credit to himself and to the 
Unrrep Frurr Company. 


(Continued from page 278) 


breed ran for a rope-ladder. With more dar- 
ing than good sense, I thought, the intrepid 
fellow sprang over the rail, skinned down 
the ladder, and, with a few skilful manipula- 
tions, looped the rope that was lowered te 
him around the huge head and made it fast. 

Then “Heave ho!" came the word and 
the men heaved. The bulky, slimy body, 
wrinkling where the rope cut in, dripping, 
apparently inert, was pulled up, foot by foot, 
scraping on the hull. The last tug was the 
hardest. At the top of the rail the big hulk 
stuck for a moment. A final mighty heave, 
and the seven-foot fish rolled over the top 
and dropped on the deck with a thud. The 
great tail swished ponderously. One blow 
from it would have upset anyone venturing 
near. After a few flops, each one weaker, 
the creature's ebbing strength seemed almost 
spent. 

Advancing cautiously, a member of the 
crew took a few steps toward the shark. The 
tail moved ever so slightly, and the fellow 
gave a leap backwards. 

Now that the shark was on deck, what 
should be done with it? The second baker. 
a short, powerfully built fellow with gorilla- 
like arms and hairy chest, lost no time in 
deciding. He ducked into the galley and 
reappeared quickly with two formidable 
knives that he whetted one against the other 
in pleasurable anticipation. 

The man strode boldly to the inert form. 
succeeded with difficulty in rolling it over, 
and rapidly and skilfully dismembered the 
shark. I secured several of the teeth for 
souvenirs, 
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Old Almirante Employees 
(Photos taken during 1912-18; loaned by E. V. S. Arbouin) 


1. Old Changuinola Days 

Holding snake (very much alive), left to right: Willie Cooper, Earl Wilson, K. A. Davidson, 
Waiter Livingston (brother of Captain Livingston, Port Captain at New York), A. D. Duff. 
On steps, E. V. S. Arbouin. Standing in lower right corner, Conductor Lewis 

2. Old Bocas Baseball Nine i 
Left to right, standing: Callahan, Blane, Heath. Dr. Wilson, Clark, Peck, Nash. Seated: 

Ponton, (Billy) Taylor, Jim Wilson. (To hear these old timera tell it, you would think this 

was the best Nine of all time) 

3. Group of Old Changuinola Railroad Employees 

Left to right, standing: Earl W. Wilson, E. H. Holton, E. V. S. Arbouin, B. O. Wedge. 

Seated: K. A. Davidson, A. D. Duff, W. Cooper 

4. In the Shade of the Old “Bamboo” Tree 

Left to right: J. A. Wheeler, Jim Muldoon, C. D. Ladd, Richard Sweeney, O. Peete, L. M. 

deVerteaul, T. A. Timlin, Walter Livingston 
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Little Journeys Around Banes 


CHAPTER IV 


By John Woodforde 


¥ . the Los Angeles Dis. 


. tical] , 
trict on the north and practically surrounding 


the town of Banes itself, lies the Banes Dis 
trict. This district, like that of Los Angeles, 


is divided into two farms, La Raya and 
Jagiieyes, both justly famous 


for the fine cane 
they produce. Incidentally, the former led 
the list for the best conditioned farm at the 
annual inspection this year. 
However, we were informed that we 
would see more than enough sugar-cane be- 
fore we had finished visiting the other dis- 
tricts in the Division. Banes District 
tained several point 


con- 
S of interest worthy both 
of our attention and our limited time. 
In the morning, therefore, horses were pro- 
vided for us and accompanied by our guide. 
we rode down through the town to La Guira. 
a small suburb of Banes, on the outskirts 
ot which lie the Company’s corrals and the 


La Guira Corral, the headquarters of the 
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@ Ln which we visit 
th Banes District 


headquarters wt the working herd. Some 
ing our destination, the low 
came to our ears and a cloud 
dust rose slowly on the still morn 


ing’ Of cattle 
' 
of yellow 


Ing air, sure signs, our vuide informed us, 


randing was about to take place. The 
scene when we arrived at the 
unforgetable. Against a bac kground of shady 
trees some 600 head of « ittl 


le were milling 
. Rtg ae a, Bvervthine 
round the stout ¢ 1closures, Werything 


seemed contusion and noise yet in reality 
the work went on steadily and surely as 
if timed by a stop watch. Around 


< the sway- 
ing sea of horns figures darted ‘hither and 


thither—and ove; all a cloud 
drous smell and the Spar anguage, To 
our untrained ears, unacx ustomed to the 


somecew hat fierce inflexi nm, the merest order 


to tighten a rope resembled the most swash- 
buckling and virulent cuss 


that a 


) 


5 was 


t dust, a won- 


words imaginable. 


working herd 


At right: 
Road, by which Banes 
may be entered on the 


Ve guitas 


west 


Below: Bath-house at 
Puerto Rico Beach, 
one of the feature 
of which is a 
floor 


dan ¢ 


As soon as we had had a good look at 
this colorful scene, we were show n over the 
sheds where ropes, head-pads, yokes and other 
articles of live stock equipment were made. 
The men stood in rows, plaiting and twisting 
so quickly and deftly that even the lady of our 
party, naturally dexterous herself, was filled 
with envy. 

We passed on then to different corrals, 
and the breeds and types of cattle were ex- 
plained to us as we proceeded. Mules were 
led out to show us the difference between the 
imported and country-bred animal. Before 
leaving, we were introduced to the two fine 
Jacks, “Peter” and “Paul”, who greeted us 
with raucous if somewhat inane brays, irre- 
sistibly reminiscent of after-dinner speakers 
laughing at their own jokes. 


Our guide then piloted us away over the 
cane fields to two small knolls rising from 
the flatness of the coastal plain and known 
as the “Virgin’s Breasts’, which, we were 
informed, were two ancient Indian camps. 
It was here Mr. Carrington found many fine 
pieces for his collection of Old Indian Pot- 
tery, described by him in an earlier edition 
of Unirrurrco. After a short interval spent 
in resting our horses and drinking some deli- 
ciously cool coconut water, we returned to 
Banes, entering the town on the west side 
via the Veguitas Road. 


In the afternoon a trip was made to Puerto 
Rico Beach, which is situated some seven 
miles to the northeast of Banes. The road 
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to Puerto Rico is an extremely pretty one, 
running through dense virgin forest lands 
and great rolling pastures. 

In these forests we noticed swarms of great 
blue land crabs scuttling for their mudholes 
beneath the moss-hung trees. 

Rounding the corner of a coconut grove, 
an azure sweep of sea leaped into view, a 
line of white foam half a mile out marking 
the reef which protects the bay from sharks, 
thus making an ideal bathing playa. The 
Company has erected a bath-house here which 
includes, besides the usual dressing rooms. 
an excellent dance floor. This spot, we 
were told, formed the setting to many a jolly 
picnic and moonlight dance. 

We proceeded to enjoy a bath in the warm 
clear waters of the bay, afterwards lazing 
about smoking our pipes and admiring the 
vista of blue waters and bluer sky, broken 
only by an arm of the mainland jutting out 
to sea. This streak of darker color, with its 
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covering of coconut palms bowing gracefully 
to their own reflections, made an excellent 
foreground for the mistily-mauve mountain 
tops visible on the horizon. : 

We returned home in the cool of a tropical 
sunset, the forests dim and cerie with their 
gleaming tree trunks stretching gaunt, hungry 
arms to the first stars of evening. Out in 
the open the skies were tinted deepest purple 
fading to sparrow’s egg blue and palest jade 
on the horizon, while the hilltops were still 
aflush with the last rays of the setting sun. 

A veritable feast of coloring, so wonder- 
fully and delicately shaded, that, were we to 
see it on canvas we would be very prone to 
exclaim, “Very beautiful—but quite impos- 
sible!” 

As the “Lizzie” ran down the last hill into 
Banes our party was curiously silent. The 
beauty of the evening had cast its spell over 
everyone and we returned home at peace with 
the world. 


Puerto Rico Road leading to Puerto Rico Beach, The Beach is situ- 


ated seven miles northeast of Banes 


SS 


Banes Personals 


Tue Santiago ships this month were well 
loaded with returning vacationists amongst 
whom were: Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Die- 
bold, Mrs. Hiscock, Mr. and Mrs. B. ie 
Cockshott, and Messrs, Fred Mathers, R. 
A. Baily, C. G. Hutzler and A. Beberich. 
Mr. Mike Regan, accompanied by his mother 
and brother, Mr. Mitchell and his mother, 
Mr. G. A. Greenslade and daughter, and 
Mr. R. V. Sara and family are also back with 
us now. We welcome them gladly. 


We wish to also welcome the following 
newcomers to the Division: 

Mr. T. Cook, of Everett, Mass., as I. C., 
Banes Laundry. 

Mr. J. W. Frouin, of Amsterdam, Hol- 
land, for the Agricultural Office. 

Mr. G. M. Skelly, of Norwich, Conn. 
(late 6th Engineers U. S. Army) as Assist- 
ant Superintendent of Railways. 

Mr. G. J. Teer, of Boston, Mass., as 
Paint Foreman, Construction Department. 
(Mr. Teer served three years with the U. S. 
Navy during the War.) 


December, 1927 


Mr. E. F. Cummings, of Claremont, 
Mass., for the Accounting Department. 

Mr. C. Burton, of Hillsboro, Ga., for 
the Accounting Department. (The Inter- 
national Accountants Society claims Mr. Bur- 
ton as a member.) 
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counting Department. 

Mr. E. S. Benet, of Winchester, Mass., 
also for the Accounting Department. 

Mr. L. Lamb (2nd Lieutenant 406th In- 
fantry Reserve U. S. Army), as Timekeeper 
Duruti Farm. Mr. Lamb held the enviable 


title of champion rifle shot for his regiment. 
Pugnaciously inclined campo men take note! 


Mass., 
Ac- 


Mr. H. E. Johnson, of Lynn, 
graduate of College, for the 


Burdett 


1} 


& 


MUO i | 
} 
il 


Group of Agricultural Employees, Banes 


Seated: Antonio Gonzalez, Huerte, Amador Gonzales, Caballero, Hillary, Antonio Gonzalez, 
Jr., Whitehead, Paciano, Bojas, Paz 
Second Row: Suarez, Sara, Gonzalez, Cockshott, Dunkley, Dunkley, Jr. Jordan, Demeray, 
MacKenzie, Joseph ‘ 
Third Row: Torres, Woodforde, Davia 
Fourth Row: Brickley, Fender, Shaw, Lindo, Bell 
Fifth Row: Maxwell, Sierra, Piper, Urgellés, Orrett, Farquharson 
Sizth Row: Thompson, Marryat, Austin, Lord, Ruiz, Honiball 


Mr. James Hillary, for the past thirteen years Superintendent of Agriculture, and an em- 
ployee in the Banes Division for twenty-five years, resigned on November first. The ac- 
companying photograph was taken on the occassion of the presentation to Mr. Hillary of «a 
gold watch by his Department. Mrs. Hillary was the recipient of a gold wrist-watch and 
vanity case. On November 2 Mr. Hillary left with his family for Jamaica. He is succeeded 
by Mr. R. G. R. van Diepen, formerly Assistant Superintendent of Agriculture 
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Snaps from Banes Division 
Benigno Torres 


District Supt., Los Angeles District 


Mr, Torres started with the Company as 
Assistant Overseer in Deleite in May, 1906, 
and since then has held the positions of As- 
sistant District Superintendent, Deleite, and 
District Superintendent, Los Angeles. 
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VW E have the following changes to report 
in the personnel of our Agricultural De- 
partment: 


Mr. E. C. Carnell-Sara, who was pre- 
viously Chief Clerk of the Agricultural Of- 
fice, and Mr. John Joseph Brickley, Over- 
seer of 400 Rozas Farm, have been appointed 
Assistants to Mr. van Diepen. 


Mr. B. P. Cockshott, Overseer Pilon Farm, 
has been appointed Chief Clerk, Agricultural 
Office, in place of Mr. Sara. 


Mr. Mark Trafton, formerly Secretary, 
Manager's Office, has been transferred to 
the campo, serving as Timekeeper on Ja- 
giieyes Farm. 


We neglected to report in our last issue that 
Mr. R. L. Demeray, former Timekeeper 
Cafiada Honda Farm, has been appointed 
Division Pathologist and Forester, and trans 
ferred to town. 


Truxillo 


C ASTILLA seems to be having more than 
its share of dances lately but everyone seems to 
enjoy them. On Saturday evening, October 
22, a tacky party, that gave everyone a chance 


to wear some of his old clothes, was held in 


the Club. At that a lot of us probably put 
on the Sunday suit. However, there were a 
lot of very. good make-ups and it was a hard 
matter for the judges to decide who looked 
the tackiest. The choice finally went to Mrs. 
Scanlan, who displayed a remarkable outfit 
and an appetite for Wrigley’s product. The 
men’s prize went to Dr. Gage who was 
dressed in what looked like a perfectly good 
pair of pajamas but which, according to the 
Doctor, was a “Happy Hooligan” suit. 
Following this dance, the annual Hal- 
lowe’en Festival Ball was held on Saturday, 
October 29. This was a costume ball and 
from the side-lines it looked as though Zieg- 


field, had he been present, might have gotten 
some very good ideas from the assortment of 
characters of clowns to princesses. The 
hall was decorated with all the black cats and 
pumpkins that could be found in Castilla. 
(The cats were paper ones.) Everyone for 
miles around was in town and we noticed 
several from the line that do not make their 
appearance often in port. Dancing lasted 
until three o'clock, but for anyone who has 
ever listened to the music of the famous Ba- 
nana Six Orchestra this was all too soon. A 
buffet luncheon was served at 11 o’clock which 
instantly made a hit with all. As on the 
previous occasion the judges of best costumes 
had a hard time making a choice. Miss Gene 
Robertson, dressed as a witch, won the first 
prize for ladies and Miss Gertrude Smith as 
a harem slave, won the second. Mr. W. M. 
Palmer as a waiter and “Pewee” Moore as a 
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Bowery girl were the winners of the men’s 
prizes. Dances such as these give Castilla a 
thrill not forgotten for a long time. 


The Dance as Seen by 


The orchestra in clown costumes—Dan- 
necker’s doesn’t fit. Hiram Bailey in from 
the line, also the rest of Maloa District. Don’t 
sec many of these boys often. Con Horgan 
also has come out of his shell. Here come a 
ghost, a pirate and a some-thing-or-other. 
Mrs. McClellan in a shade-of-night-costume, 
and Kenneth Block, dressed in his little 
brother’s clothes—and his wife. Mr. and Mrs. 
Block just returned from their honeymoon 
in the States; also Mr. Mac in a Bishop's 
costume. Mrs, Scanlan in a costume made 


an Observer 


entirely of rope, also another lady in hay; 
guess she’s a grass widow. “Prince Yogi” 
Lamoree’s trying to convert some more to 


the clan. 
much in evidence. 


The crew of the S. S. Tela very 


Mr. and Mrs. McClure 


in twin costumes of the Pierrot type. Very 
pretty. Pewee Moore as a hard boiled 
Bowery “Sister”. Has some of the boys 
guessing. Gene Robertson and her shadow. 
Gene has a real honest to goodness witchy 
look. Big false teeth and everything. Maybe 


Pop Jessup would appreciate the teeth if she 
has no further use for them. “‘Pedodi” Grant 
drinking Coco Cola. Ye Gods! He must 
have religion. Palmer in a waiter's suit wait- 
ing on the customers. Wonder if he has that 
bottle glued on the tray. Hope so. A ballet 
dancer and Indian. About everything going 
here tonight. “Jefe” Davis has turned China- 
man for the evening. Several Gypsies. 
Sprinkle in his favorite chair. Oh well, this 
could go on forever but this is plenty for 
tonight. 


Personals 


7 

D R. Phelps has returned from New York, 
where he was called because of the serious ill- 
ness of his mother. He reports that she is now 
on the road to recovery and is able to sit up. 
Glad to hear: it, Doctor, and we hope she 
continues to improve. 

We now have a rugby football in. Castilla. 
It is a good thing Dr. Phelps got back when 
he did as the hospital staff will probably be 
overworked in the near future. 

Mr. O'Sullivan is going to take a course 
in safe-breaking the next time he journeys 
to the States. However, he doesn’t smash his 
fingers opening them. 

On Friday, October 28, K. B. Block, Sup- 
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erintendent of Cuaca District, returned from 
vacation, accompanied by his bride, to whom 
he was married while in the States. Mrs. 
Block is a very welcome addition to our group 
of Truxillo ladies, especially as we had the 
pleasure of her company on a visit here last 
year. They were met at the dock by Mr. 
and Mrs. McClellan, Mr. and Mrs. Davis, 
and a number of the others, who had great 
dificulty in recognizing Block. His disguise 
of immaculate gray suit, hat, and general air 
of respectability was perfect. 


The good ship Carrillo was shoving off 
from the pier at Castilla. Charlie Laffie of 
Boston was at the rail. Out dashed the 
purser from the Purser’s Office waving a hat 
and shouting: 

“Hey, there on the pier, who owns this 
hat? Did someone leave a hat?” 

No reply from the pier. 

“Oh throw it down to them,” 
Charlie magnanimously. 

The hat sailed gracefully over the water 
and landed full upon its spotless crown in the 
dust on the dock. 

Then Charlie awoke. “Omigosh!” he 
groaned, “That's my new Stetson!” 


volunteered 


W eatherology 


The evening grey and the morning red, 
Put on your hat, or you'll wet your head. 


Hints to Barometer Readings 


When rise begins, after low, 
Squalls expect and clear blow. 


First rise, after low, 
Indicates a stronger blow. 


Long foretold, long last; 
Short notice, soon past. 


In squalls when the rain’s before the wind, 
Halliards, sheets, and braces mind. 


When the wind’s before the rain, 
Soon you may make sail again. 


When the glass falls low, 
Prepare for a blow; 
When it rises high, 

Let all your kites fly. 


Colombia 


H. M. S. Colombo 
Visits Santa Marta 


By Christopher G. Elgie 


of 

I; she in?” 

“Who's she, anyway?” 

“Why, the Colombo, you mutt.” 

“Yea, she’s in, kam in th’ smahning, six 
a clack.” 

Sure enough, H. M. S. Colombo had 
dropped anchor in the bay of Santa Marta 
at 6 A. M. on October 10, 1927. This Brit- 
ish warship, belonging to the West Indian 
Squadron, was just finishing up a round cruise 
of the Americas and was making Santa Marta 
her last foreign call before proceeding to 
Bermuda. 

As I sat at my desk I could just discern 
her wireless spar above the tree tops. Well, 
I kinda got thrilled and straightway went to 
the “boss” for permission to visit the ship. 

“Yeah, go ahead,” he answered my request; 
and I sure did. At eleven o'clock H— and 
I beat it quick. Hopping on to the passing 
chiva we “tacked” our way down to the 
wharf. Turning left at the end of the Prado 
we spotted H. M. S. Colombo lying broad- 
side on to the road along which we were 
proceeding. There fluttered the old white 
ensign over the stern. How shapely her lines! 
How viciously set back her funnels and mast! 

But how few would have the chance to 
see her as we did. There, at the end of an 
avenue of one story buildings in the reds and 
blues of Spanish architecture, outside of which 
swayed the ever-rustling coconut palms, rode 
that ocean greyhound, on a calm, glistening 
sea, under a deep blue sky and the scorching 
rays of a tropical sun. No wonder Kipling 
found inspiration in the Tropics easy. 
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Photograph by Roger H. Howell 
Lieutenant Commander Robley and 
Messrs. Elgie and Platt on the bow of 
H. M. S. “Colombo” in Santa Marta Har- 
bor 


A small crowd of us stepped into a smart 
naval launch, manned by white-helmeted tars, 
and with a put-a-put-put of her exhaust we 
shot across the bay. Passing the Company's 
boat San Bruno on our left we quickly drew 
alongside the Colombo’s gangway. 

“Why, that’s a salute, fifteen too. Who's 
the salute for, Jack? Fruit Company?” 
*““Nyo, sir; no'chet, dems for da Culumbiern 
Guv’na, on bawd nah.” (I'll bet he came 
from Stepney.) 

Then a commanding voice from above, 
“Come aboard, you banana folk.” 

We were up those steps in a jiffy and soon 
shaking hands with young and old sea dogs. 
The Commander, Captain Lecky, D. §. O., 
being on shore on some ceremonial stunt, the 
ship was in charge of Lieutenant Commander 
Robley, M. C., who, with several other of- 
ficers, “‘arrested” us and placed us below, but 
not in irons. Oh no! Something far more 
agreeable than irons! 

The wardroom was very comfortable, the 
furniture of the best, and the piano, pictures 
and maps, trophies and gifts presented to the 
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Officers of the 
visiting “Unifruitco” 


and 


“Colombo” 


boys 


ship, were all displayed in the right style. 
With the crowd of white uniforms set off by 
gold braiding, the general buzz of conversa- 
tion, the exquisite aroma of high-priced cigars, 
and the cluck-cluck-<luck of something being 
emptied well, what could one wish for 
more! 

I saw several of our “quarter deck” people 
interesting themselves in “How to run a 
navy.” We climbed everywhere, fore and 
aft, aloft and below; in the engine room, 
torpedo room, etc., and we received short de- 
scriptive courses on guns and torpedo firing. 
(Who was the jefe who thought the torpedo 
was a submarine?) Then the word passed 
round that luncheon was ready. 

The lunch at the Prado was a “quarter 
deck” affair, hence we “lower deck” wallers 
kept out, but before leaving the ship (2 
P. M.), the second-incommand gave me the 
tip to bring my friends down below to lunch. 
We went, and what's better than “‘a lunch on 
the ocean wave”? 

It was during the after-smokes that | 
learned from the ship's officers how pleased 
all ratings were at the great reception ac- 
corded them by the Frurr Company staff. 
They never expected to see such a fine loca- 
tion as El Prado, and one said it reminded 
him more of a rajah’s palace in India, ex- 
cepting, of course, that there was no harem. 
Next time they make a tour of the Americas 
they hope most of their calls will be at 
Unrrep Frurr Company stations. Let's 
hope they are, for the camaraderie shown here 
put heart into the most pessimistic. 

I nearly forgot to mention that through 
the kindness of Mr. T. Bradshaw, Manager 


of the Santa Marta Railroad Company, most 
of the boys went for a trip up the line. They 
came back full of praise at the way “you 
Yankees grow bananas”, but had to admit 
they couldn't find a straight one. However, 
they had their revenge by accepting as many 
of the curved variety as they could comfort- 
ably carry. 

At 5:15 Tuesday afternoon, with a screech 
of her siren and amid beaucoup handkerchief- 
waving, the ocean greyhound set off on her 
speed test to Bermuda. Later we had a ra- 
diogram from the ship tendering very best 
thanks for our welcome. 


October 22, 1927 
Mr. J. R. KANSAS returned on Octo- 
ber 9 from the Merchandise Conference. 
With him came his family, who had been 
visiting relatives in Guatemala. Mrs. Kan- 
sas is an old friend of the many ex-Guate- 
maltecos in this Division, and they were glad 
to get direct news from the old stamping- 
grounds. Needless to say, the Kansas fam- 
ily was received con sumo gusto by all. 

The same boat brought Mr. D. R. Brewer, 
Accountant of the Jamaica Division, who is 
making a most interesting study of living 
conditions in the various Divisions. He re- 
turned to Jamaica on October 13. 

Another visitor to the Division was Mr. 
H. O. Easton, General Superintendent of 
the Tropical Radio Telegraph Company, who 
spent ten days with us. 

Dr. L. M. Drennan and Mr. and Mrs. 
W. S. McSwain have recently returned from 
vacations, 

Many Unirrvurtco readers will join with 
us in expression of regret at the news of the 
death of Mr. J. C. Oberle in New Jersey on 
October 18. Mr. Oberle was one of the real 
old timers, a good man and true. He was 
widely known throughout the Tropics, espe- 
cially in Panama, where he had worked up 
until a few months ago. 


This satisfie d-looking 
group collected aftey 
they had left the 
“groaning board” at 
the harbecue at Se- 


villa 


4} 
4 HE entire remainder of the 


Division is 


under obligation to the good folks of 


tor the noble picnic which they gave us one 
Sunday recently. In the forenoon there w as 
a ball game which was worth the price of 


diamond. The only run 
of the game was scored in the sixth. thus plac- 
ing the fabled laurel wreath on the embattled 
brows of Bess’s Bums. 
The game was followed by the 
the real business of the 


admission on ans 


barbecue 
day—a_ veritable 
groaning board covered with roast pig, bar- 
becued veal, and other toothsome viands in 
Gargantuan prodigality. To prevent the 
tendency to slide under the table, a series of 
impromptu boxing matches were staged im- 
mediately after the feast. The feature bout 
was that between “Battling Buddy” Hatch 
(weight 55 pounds, including the gloves) and 
Kid Cara Sucia of Sevilla. Buddy came 
through with a clean-cut decision. The last 
bout was a hammer-and-tongs affair between 
“Knockout” Romero, the pride of Sevilla, 
and Night, the day watchman. (Nothing 
barred but the toe hold.) After five furious 
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Sevilla’s 
Picnic 


rounds, the draw. (The 
Editor regrets that the pictures of the bouts 
were too indistinct to reproduce.) 

Before leaving Sevilla. a 
Athletic Association 
low ing officers elected: 
Hatch; Vice President, 


bout was called a 


meeting of the 


held, and the fol- 
President, Mr. F. A. 


was 


Dr. L. M. Dren- 
nan; Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. C. J. Whel- 
ton, 

Mr, Rafael Cervantes (better known as 


“Chapin"”) left on the S. S. Sixaola 
days ago for vacation. 


a few 
He goes to his home 
in Guatemala, where he will commit what 
he spoke of as /a ultima locura de mi vida. 
Mr. and Mrs, Cervantes will return in De- 
cember. 

The §. S. Santa Marta, which arrived Oc- 
tober 6, brought Mrs. Charles Unterberg and 
Mr. P. A. Archinard, both returning from 
vacation, 

On the same boat 
left for a Visit to 
Cristobal. 


Mrs. C. M. Newcomb 
Mrs. C. H. Hewett in 


(suatemala 


Guatemala Division Enjoys Field Day 


\ecount sent in by T, J. Walsh, of the Agricultural Supérintenden: y 


IELD Days there have been, Field Days 
there will be but never can there be a Field 
Day more enjoyable than that held in Bobos, 
October 22, under the auspices of the Guate- 
mala Division Athletic Association. 

Ideal weather, no fruit cuttings, and the 
day Saturday, all contributed towards the 
large attendance which marked the event. 
It can be said truly that “all roads led to 
Bobos”. The variety and class of convey- 
ances used gave a true “Day of the Fair” 
aspect to Bobos District and the countryside 
for miles around. From as early as 4:30 
A. M. trains were on the move. There were 
private cars, banana cars, motor cars, pay 
cars, pump cars and special cars, bicycles, 
mules, horses, boats and everything that could 
hold men—all on the road to Bobos and all 
filled to capacity. 

Mr. M. J. Baker, Superintendent of Bo- 
bos District, and his staff, had been devot- 
ing all their spare time to preparing the Field 
for the event. No details were left unat- 
tended and everything worked smoothly from 
beginning to end. To Mr. Baker a great 
deal of credit must be given for his untiring 
efforts to achieve the success which the Field 
Day undoubtedly was. 

On arrival at the Field everybody, collec- 
tively and individually, was welcomed by Mr. 
Baker, and the Newcomers to the Division 
were made to feel at home. With natural 
and pardonable pride in his District, Mr. 
Baker had a large sign displayed bearing the 
legend (or as Mr. Kuylen, of Los Andes Dis- 
trict said, “The Fairy Tale’), “Bananas 
O rt B ust—O ur § logan!” To lay fur- 
ther emphasis on the “Bananas or Bust” part 
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dis- 


fruit 
played bearing cards “El Pilar”, “Quirigua” 


there were three tiny stems of 


and “Los Andes”—names of the rival Dis- 
tricts. Questioned as to why there was no 
stem from Bobos Mr. Baker said that he 


had searched all through his District but 
couldn’t find a stem small enough to bring 
in. All his fruit was so big that it would he 
a crime to compare it with the other Dis- 
tricts. Possibly the rival farmers were too 
polite to commit assault on their host, or 
were merely “‘listening to thunder” but Mr. 
Baker is still alive and his fruit stayed up 
all day. 

Mr. G. S. Bennett, Division Manager, 
was on his way to the States and was, con- 
sequently, unable to attend. Mr. C. E. Rol- 
lins was present as were the various heads 
of departments, 

There must have been a lot of Scotch blood 
in the veins of the officers of the Athletic 
Association for when all the gentes had been 
assembled on the field, they produced a 
“Wheel of Fortune” and announced that 
they proposed to raffle money prizes and se- 
cure funds for the treasury. The crowd 
entered willingly and eagerly into the spirit 
of the day and a substantial sum was quickly 
raised. A triumvirate of Mr. Gent, Mr. 
Livingston and Mr. Kuylen wooed “Lady 
Luck” to such advantage that they are al- 
ready “talking-up” another Field Day. “Bill” 
Baily of Oneida rendered yeoman service dis- 
posing of the paddles. He was well sup- 
ported by Miss Mary Pavon. Even the 
tightest miser in the world couldn’t resist 
Miss Pavon’s smile and “Won't you buy a 
paddle from me?” One married man was 
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seen to hide away from his wife in order to 
get one of Mary’s smiles. “Two dollars? 
Oh, thank you so much!” It was worth the 
$2.00 to get the smile. It wasn’t of any 
avail to tell Mary “No hay dinero”; she just 
flashed a pad of vales, doubled the barrage 
of smiles, added a lot of eye-talk and—well, 
there just wasn’t any way out of it. 


In Barrios all the ladies had been selling 
raffles on $5.00 gold pieces and in every Dis- 
trict they camped out on the men’s trails de- 
vising ways and means of separating them 
from their coin. Mrs. Charles Alexander 
made a fine box of candy and raffled it with 
great success. In addition to selling raffles 
the ladies made candy and fried chickens so 
that there was not a lady in the Division 
who didn’t contribute in some way. Mrs. M. 
J. Baker had a staff of ladies selling ice cream 
and Mrs. G. S. Bennett, who was “the head 
man of the show” had everybody on their 
toes working. It would be invidious to men- 
tion any one lady in particular when all of 
them worked so hard to make the affair a 
success. Besides, this scribe is like Dave 
Rayor and considers discretion the better part 
of valor. The Athletic Association realizes 
that it was mainly through the enthusiastic 
efforts of the ladies of the Division that the 
affair proved so successful. 


Soon after everybody had arrived on the 
Field a baseball game of five innings was 
played between two teams called the “Yan- 
nigans” and the “Hooligans”. Miss Mary 
von Nyvenheim played second base for the 
Hooligans but even her brilliant work 
couldn’t stop the Yannigans who developed 
a batting streak and wiped them out to the 
score of 10 to 5. Inspired by their success 
the Yannigans are now getting into condi- 
tion to take a pasear to Tela and Castilla 
with the intention of licking them. (Messrs. 
Garsaud and Flannery, take note, ) 

After the ball game “Tilting the Bucket” 
provided thrills and amusement. This event 
was won by Mr. S. B. Davis who, in the 
ages gone by, must have been a Galahad or 
some other trusty knight. He handled his 
tilting pole well and was a popular winner. 
Some of the entrants would have fared badly 
in “ye olden dayes when knightehoode was 
in flower”, The only tilt they could have 
made would have been with elbows. 

A Saddling Race was won by Mr. L. A. 
Sollas. He assembled his saddle and bridle 
so quickly that it has been decided he worked 
in a saddlery before coming to Guatemala. 
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“Ed” Lake repeated last year’s perform- 
ance by driving a golf ball further than any- 
one else. He now has a good pipe to smoke 
instead of a “ten for a quarter” puros. 

Mrs. G. S. Bennett outdistanced her com- 
petitors in the ladies golf driving contest. 
For twelve days afterwards there were new 
balls going over the Virginia course. 

Miss Ruth Girouard should have been a 
carpenter judging from her prowess in the 
nail-driving contest. Ruth only hit her own 
nail once and was so excited she forgot to 
scream. Miss Mary Von Nyvenheim tied 
with Miss Girouard for first place in this 
event. Mr, Dave Rayor was judging the 
event and when he saw how Miss Mary was 
driving he wanted to resign. Pressed for 
a decision he appeared very anxious and when 
he saw Miss von Nyvenheim edging towards 
him and saw Miss Girouard begin to grasp 
the hammer in a businesslike way, he declared 
the result a draw and immediately announced 
that two prizes would be given. Wise boy, 
Dave! 

Miss von Nyvenheim is to be appointed 
Chief Advisor to the Pick-Up Gangs as the 
result of having won the Ladies Banana Race. 
The way Miss Mary picked up bananas, 
not a reject in the lot, was an education. 
But then, Miss von Nyvenheim’s business is 
“Educating”. She is now “educating” some 
of the swains at bridge with the bridge set 
which was her prize. 

Endurance and record holding eaters should 
begin to look to their laurels. In this Divi- 
sion we have J. E. Doiron who won the 
Cracker Eating Contest. Any man who can 
eat five soda crackers inside of five minutes 
without taking a drink, being obliged the 
while to look at “Monty” Baker inhaling a 
high-ball, should be able to beat the world 
in eating anything. ‘To give him an oppor- 
tunity to make lots of drinks afterwards he 
was given a cocktail shaker as prize. Dave 
Rayor was slated to win this event but he 
started to laugh and resembled a blowing 
Niagara Falls when cracker crumbs began 
to flow from his mouth. 

J. W. Phillips threw a baseball so far 
that it cost the Athletic Association two days’ 
pay for a mozo to recover it. Phillips now 
has a fine glove with which to catch the hot 
ones. 

Mr. Baker drew up the list of events and 
of course he had to have something in it that 
he could win. He put in a Tennis Ball Roll 
with the Nose, and all the big-horn men en- 
tered. When “Mr. Be-aker Mon” got his 
beak to the ball there was no chance for any 
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of the others. He rolled his tennis ball 50 
feet to the winning post before the others 
had even a smell of theirs. 

Of the kiddies, who were there in force, 
Paul Ryan had the best sense of what part 
of a mule’s anatomy the tail is at and for 
two days afterwards he was helping to make 
some dentist rich by eating a lot of candy. 

The most exciting event was the tug-of- 
war. This was won by eight huskies col- 
lected and gathered from the highways, by- 
ways and shops of E] Pilar and Quirigua 
Districts. “They proved invincible. The pull 
between Virginia and the winners was a 
thriller but, even with “Mike” Weaver as 
Anchorman, the Virginians were unable to 
get the ribbon across the line. 

A polo match between Bobos and a com- 
bination team proved interesting and resulted 
in a tie, 2-2. A play-off is being arranged. 

A “Catch-the-greased-pig” and a steer rid- 
ing contest had to be called off until the next 
Field Day because of the lateness of the 
hour. 

Every event was well contested and there 
was no lack of entrants. 
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During the noon hour the ladies served a 
cold lunch. The food was delicious and 
when lunch was over there was not enough 
left to feed a mosquito although originally 
there had been what appeared to be enough 
food for a regiment of ditch-diggers. 

At 5 o’clock the trek homeward began and 
the hills resounded with songs and laughter, 
evidence of the enjoyment and hilarity which 
had piled up during the day. 

It is planned to have another Field Day in 
the near future when an even more diversified 
program will be presented. These Field 
Days serve a dual purpose; they provide en- 
tertainment and renew the spirit of content- 
ment which is a feature of the Guatemala 
Division. 

To the Manager of the Division, Mr. G. 
S. Bennett, who made the day possible, and 
to the ladies and gentlemen who so willingly 
contributed towards its success the Division 
Athletic Association is deeply grateful and 
it takes this opportunity to wish all of them 
and all the members of other Divisions and 
the staff of Unrrrurrco a very Merry Christ- 
mas and a Prosperous New Year. 


Mules—A Plea 


By G. H. Harris 


Overseer, Onondaga Farm 


A GLANCE in “Webster's” gives the 
definition of mule as, “I—A hybrid between 
the horse and the ass; esp. the offspring of 
a male ass and a mare. 2—A very stubborn 
person.” 

A colleague of mine in the army once said 
that number two above aptly applied—and 
then some. His description of the same ani- 
mal after his first morning on the picket 
lines, when he woke up, was somewhat 
stronger, and to the effect that a doggone 
mule was a kicking machine, with a kicker 
attached at every conceivable angle, which 
would reach no matter how one approached 
it. 

You remember the words of that old song 
ran “You can change a fool, but a doggone 
mule—!” 


@ Mr. Harris was recently trans- 
ferred to Guatemala from Tela. 
As he has charge of a large herd 
of cattle and mules, he can write 
with authority concerning them 


However and whatever... . I wonder 
how many of us have stopped to consider 
just where we should be in the banana busi- 
ness if we had not the darned old hybrid 
with us. In fact, how could we run a busi- 
ness of this description without him? Out 
of all the millions of stems we ship each year, 
how many are turned out without the aid of 
la mula o el macho? 

From hauling the seed (bits) in the new- 
land work (where the work is so hard that 
it sometimes means the last of many a good 
animal) through the cultivating, hauling to 
trams, and finally tramming of fruit, the 
mule is with us. Hauling and heaving, he 
helps to pile up our dividends; surely he is as 
faithful an employee as any one of us. 

To old timers I need not talk, but to all 
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our young blood I would like to appeal. Give 
all the time and attention you can spare to 
looking after the betterment of your work- 
ing animals. Remember that although they 
do not need screws, adjusting, plug cleaning, 
filling with gasoline, etc., they do need good 
treatment and invariably respond to it. 


iet to know them—not just one or two, 
but all that are under your care. Look them 
over as often as possible and they will more 
than repay you for your efforts by being “up 
to scratch” when most needed. See that 
they are fed and watered at the proper times. 
Be sure that the harness fits where it should 
fit. Look under the harness at times and see 
—what you will see. Watch those pads and 
above all watch the feet, not for the reason 
my compadre watched or tried to watch the 
army mules’ feet, but for the dreaded “foot 
rot”, the cause of more laid-up mules than 
all their other ills and maladies combined. 
The man who cannot keep animals in good 
condition by ordinary usage is not fitted to 
be in charge of them. 


Learn how to treat a mule with colic. We 
all have “tummy ache” at times, and so do 
our four-footed friends. A dose of medicine 
given in time will save the animal a great 
deal of pain and probably its life, besides 
preventing a total loss to the Company. 


One of the first things a timekeeper is 
told is—“learn fruit.” Coupled with these 
instructions it would be well to tell him— 
“learn mules.” Incidentally, it is a toss-up 
as to which is the harder. At any rate, the 
two are inseparable, for good mules mean 
well handled fruit, as any old timer can tes- 
tify. I do not mean that he should be pam- 
pered; this is a mistake, for his nature will 
not allow him to be grateful. But who would 
pamper labor or mules? The point I do 
want to stress is that the care of mules is 
not a side line with the Unrrep Frurr Com- 
PANY, but a very important, urgent part of 
our everyday work if we are to get the maxi- 
mum of efficiency and economy. Perhaps the 
reader will say that a mule is a mule. 
Granted. But he is more than that to us. 
He is a dividend earner entitled as such to 
our very best respect and care. 
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The Barrios Club Hallowe'en 
Dance of October 29 


Tuere was nothing spooky about the 
celebration of Hallowe'en in Barrios. Instead 
of hiding out behind the conventional white 
sheets to spread the fear of ghosts, people 
turned out from all over the Division to make 
one of the most gala celebrations held in port 
for months, 

The dance was held in the Barrios Dining 
Hall which was decorated in a fashion worthy 
of the Ritz—if the Ritz were built at the end 
of the earth. The orange and black canopy 
of streamers, vaguely lighted by ghastly jack- 
o-lanterns, stood out gaily from the back- 
ground of the dark rippling waters of the bay; 
waters which could hardly keep from danec- 
ing to the enchanting strains of the rhythmic 
Ideal Marimba Band down from Guatemala 
City for the occasion. The music from the 
keys of the marimba would make a cripple 
dance and no one in Barrios that night was 
crippled. 

In all, there were about one hundred and 
fifty merry attendants, including at least 
thirty-five representatives of the fairer sex 
from other points in the Division who, by re- 
inforcing the ranks of our Barrios ladies made 
it possible for at least one-third of the local 
boys and visitors to dance all at one time. 
What the idle boys did we do not know. 
Along about twelve o'clock, ice cream, cake 
and coffee were served. On and on through 
the hours the merrymakers kept dancing and 
lucky was the man who took three steps with 
his partner during the tag encores. The fad 
pace scarcely slackened a bit until some time 
before daylight, when the mess-hall crew de- 
cided that someone had better look after the 
saner necessities of life. It was a wonderful 
“Home Sweet Home” with which the ma- 
rimbaists ushered in the five o'clock dawn. 


A Scotchman who was about to get married, 
informed the minister that he wanted the 
ceremony performed in the poultry yard. 
“Why?” asked the clergyman. 
“Well, the rice will feed the hens,” re- 
plied the prospective bridgegroom. 


With some of them looking like this () 
and some of them looking like this a 
they still wear short skirts, 

—Hardware Age 


Mr. and Mrs. Cesar Cruz, B. 
Martinez, 
the bridegroom, 
Carmen Ponce de 
mother of the bride 


brother-in-law of 
Mrs. 
Leon, 


and 


Dan Cupid 
Busy 
In Havana 


W 

y ITHIN the tew weeks three of 
our staff have taken the plunge into the sea 
of matrimony, and rumor has it that a fourth 
is contemplating the fatal 
time. 


past 


step within a short 


September 8, Mr, Cesar Cruz, for several 


years a popular member of our Accounting 
Department staff, and Sefiorita Carmen Ro- 
driguez Acosta were united in Marriage at 
the Church of the Angels which was beau- 
tifully decorated for the occasion. The bride. 
charming in white charmeuse with real lace 
veil, carried a shower bouquet of roses and 
lilies-of-the-valley. Adding to the brilliance 
of the assembly a number of naval and mili- 
tary officers in uniform, friends of the bride 
and groom, mingled with the other guests 
who included most of the Unrrep Frum 
ComPANny staff of the Havana Division. Mr. 
and Mrs. Cruz spent their honeymoon visit- 
ing the many beauty spots of Florida. 


At 9:30 P. M., on September 24. at the 
beautiful church “El Carmen”. Sefiorita 
Mercedes Subirana Hernandez became the 
bride of Mr. Roland A. Ewer, member of 
our Executive Department staff. The bride 
wore a becoming gown of satin crepe with 
embroidered tulle veil and carried a hand- 
some wedding bouquet of lilies, the gift of 
Sefiorita Lulu Massaguer, sister of the noted 
cartoonist. Mr. Frank MacMahon, our 
Division Freight Agent, was one of the wit- 
nesses for Mr. Ewer. 


Mr. Ewer is a recent addition to our staff. 
having formerly been employed with the 
Ward Line here. He and his charming bride 
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Mr. and Mrs. Roland A. Ewer 


have best wishes for future happiness 


and success, 


our 


Mr. Frank Rolando, stenographer in the 
Division Freight Agent’s office. slipped away 
quietly on September 30 to be married. the 
bride being Sefiorita Dolores Ramires Palma. 
The staff extend hearty congratulations and 
best wishes for happiness to and 
Sefiora Rolando. 


Sefior 


Costa Rica 


Rain Tales From the Hills 
By B. Wedemeyer 


A. our steamer touched the wharf, the 


rain came down in torrents, as if our gentle 
bumping had tipped the ethereal bucket. 
Splashing down it came and the watchers on 
the pier drew back into shelter. The low 
buildings and lines of palms grew indistinct 
through the thickening veil of grey—the 
counterpart of a scene from the play “Rain”. 

“You're a tropical man, Doctor. How long 
will this last?” 

“Oh, three minutes or three months.” Un- 
der the circumstances this was particularly a 
“dry” remark, and someone laughed as the 
passengers drew back from the rail to survey 
the land which they had traveled a thousand 
miles through the Caribbean to see. Eager 
to catch a glimpse of the shore ahead, I did 
not move as the rain came in. This was the 
land I had dreamed of, my future home, with 
its sunshine and its rain, and knowing that 
getting wet is a part of it, I felt no dampen- 
ing of spirit at this tropical greeting. 

September, the last of our “dry” season, 
proved all sunshine and warmth, and Sagit- 
tarius, in leaving his thirty pleasant cycles, 
said nothing of the deluge to follow. Then 
one day I took a ride into the hills. The 
path led up through the jungle, seeming to 
end only in the clouds over the mountain tops. 
One easily loses reck of time and care amid 
Costa Rica’s beauty, and this was Sunday in 
the hills. But suddenly, the clouds which 
had seemed so far above, were down like a 
mantle over the tree tops, bringing a torrent 
of rain. A short dash down the trail and the 
horse found the road. The swish and beat 
of the rain was blinding, but fortunately my 
mount slowed up before a string of huts. At 
the first open door I stamped inside and 
greeted the single occupant of the room with 
a “Hola!” 

The shack looked a typical store and the 
the man admitted being proprietor of the rows 
of what-nots, cans, etc. I slapped my wet 
shirt and let loose a flood of half-baked Span- 
ish, and he led me to a back room. Another 
was there, who proved to be a Scotchman; an 
interesting, weazened little fellow with the 


stamp of the Tropics. Although a newcomer, 
I was promptly extended his friendship, and 
he soon became communicative. We talked 
of the rain outside, and I learned of how it 
rains in the Tropics. 

“Rain? ’Tis but a bloody shower, mon. 
Wait, I ha’ seen it rain ten days and nights 
and never a stop. Soon yu'll see the same 
aboot here.” 

“Si, amigo,” said the storekeeper, “the rain 
season begins. Yes, soon it will rain very 
much.” 


T ue Scotchman’s tale, told in brittle 
brogue, was hard to catch, but it was price- 
less. ‘Twenty years he had spent in the 
Tropics—had seen rain which lasted for 
weeks; washouts, landslides and rivers out of 
their banks. He told of how on the farms, 
after a week of steady rain, it became neces- 
sary to wade the horses out to the higher hills 
for feeding. The water, knee deep in the 
fields, washed the cane and bananas flat. Up 
in the hills there are broad table-lands receiv- 
ing the deluges from above, which bring down 
masses of trees, rocks and debris in a muddy 
torrent. 

“Hear, mon. We had the divil of a time 
puttin’ a road through these hills.” This 
little fellow had had a hand in the numerous 
branches of the exploitation of the tropical 
countries and he proceeded to tell of his 
tribulations as foreman of a road gang. Road 
building during the season of rain has its 
menace. Heavy rains loosen enormous rocks 
from the hillsides that go tumbling down to 
terrify and crush all in their path. The store- 
keeper agreed that these loosened boulders 
were the terror of the coffee pickers and they 
often skip to safety by a narrow margin when 
the stones crash down among them. Bringing 
up material for the work one day, a string 
of freight cars had been splintered when a 
forty-ton rock crushed down upon it, to rest 
in the river below. Dynamite was necessary 
to free the course of the river. 2 


My companion laughed most amusedly 
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when relating how his company had spent mil- 
lions in the pursuit of a river. Freak changes 
in the course of the river during high floods 
had left a half dozen bridges spanning the 
dry river bed, some distance away from where 
it later chose to run. Once, four of his bridge 
gang had been struck by a wall of water and 
were never seen again. He himself, narrowly 
escaped drowning by clinging to the wreck- 
age. 

“Si, hombre,” said the storekeeper sadly, 
“lL have seen the bridges and tracks washed 
away. Once here in the hills we were hungry 
a long time before they brought us food on 
mule back." 

“D’ye know, mon, I ha’ seen the paymaster 


polin’ his way aboot the farms on a raft, 
said the Scotchman. “Many a day it rained 
and surprised we were to see the man with 


our money come pushin’ his way through the 


trees on a raft.” This was great, I thought, 
for I could imagine his fidget and blasphemy 
at the delay of his pay check. 
Outside, the rain had ceased. 
man paused. I went to the door, feeling like 
Deucalion after the deluge. The sun was 
reappearing with the suddenness of his 


The Scotch- 


dis- 
appearance and the greenery was beginning to 
glisten. Taking leave of my companions | 
rode away, thinking of how I should weather 
this rainy season, which was just beginning. 
The rainy season in the Tropics is equally di- 
vided, from May to October in the hills, and 
the other six months in the coastal region. 
Actually, the seasons here are not divided into 
Winter and Summer but are known as the 
rainy and wet seasons, for the torrid sun main- 
tains an even temperature. With blue skies 
and grey, sunshine and rain are equally de- 
livered in tropical abundance. 

Today, I have seen a real continuous rain. 
This morning at coffee, we saw the clouds 
rise darkly out of the sea to the north, and 
the wind, bringing the large sea birds scream- 
ing to shore, swayed and rustled the palms. 
The fishermen, who come out each morning 
to spread their nets in the bay, turned their 
little boats hastily about and put in to the 
safety of the shore. Then the rain began. 

Tonight, it continues steadily. The fel- 
lows come into the house with a generalissimo 
swirl of their slickers and flourish of their 
hats. Everyone is home tonight—the game- 
sters devoting themselves to bridge, others to 
books, and still others to music. The rainy 
season is on, and with it come nights of 
friendly communication and the mingling of 
men from many parts who react alike to the 
spirit of comfort and camaraderie under a 
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On nights like these I feel 
the poet Mathers said, 
water beat us down could we 


common shelter. 
something of what 


“Nort till the 


be brought together; not till the rain drove us 
in, locked down 


} 


and C lose. 


Gatun 


second chamber, 
Francisco 
first cargo of bananas to enter a 
west coast port 


The “Limon” in 
Locks, before 
with the 


sailing for San 


Oy Monday, October 24, 1927, the Steam- 
ship Limon was loaded with a cargo of Limon 
bananas, bound for San Francisco, the first of 
the “Great White Fleet” carrying bananas 
to enter a West Coast port. 

This opens a new page in the history of 
the Unrrep Frurr Company and much de- 
pends upon the success of this first shipment. 
rhe Costa Rica Division feels justly proud 
that it is our fruit that has been chosen to 
open up this new territory, 


The Division feels like a good Samaritan, 
an angel in disguise—or whatever you want 
to call it—for on October 19 the Panama 
Division sent in a call for help and we re- 
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sponded promptly. Mr. R. Paterson’s little 
boy at Almirante was dangerously ill and 
there was a frantic plea for our Dr. Facio. 
The Army sent up two seaplanes from Cris- 
tobal and in 35 minutes Dr. Facio was in 
Almirante. He returned the next morning, 
leaving the boy greatly improved. 


Sarah Turley has left us flat. The Cala- 
mares on Saturday, October 15, took away 
Sarah, her goods and her chattels. No more 
will we feel her gentle touch upon our fever- 
ish brows. She's gone back to nurse the folks 
in chilly New York. We hope she'll stand 
the rigors of a northern Winter better than 
we could. 

Among the cruise passengers on the Pas- 
tores this month were Mr. Wayne McAr- 
thur, Loading Superintendent at New York, 
and Mr. B. E. Reiff, Manager of the De- 
troit branch of the Fruit Dispatch Company. 


Charlie Gerchow, Superintendent at Zent, 
came back on the Toloa, November 3—back 
to the eternal banana and the fickle cacao. 
Oh! to be a lily of the field which works 
not, etc., etc.! 

Miss F. M. Farrell of New York City 
has joined the nursing staff at Limon, thus 
completing the circle which had been broken 
by Sarah’s departure. 

Mrs. Randal Ferris and Randal, Jr., re- 
turned on the Toloa, November 3. They 
had been visiting Europe and the United 
States. Randal Ferris, Sr., is expected back 
in a few weeks. Just now he is in the States 
looking over machine shops. 


Harry Campion is among us once more 
after a “jolly” vacation in England, but not 
quite so blythe—Marge is not here. We hope 
to see her step off the gang-plank any day 
now. 

Mrs. Soothill took her two daughters up 
to the States on the Pastores, October 22, to 
put them in school there. 

Mr. Joseph Corrigan, Sanitary Inspector, 
who has been here for a few weeks, left on 
the Pastores for Honduras via Cristobal. 

Mr. D. R. Brewer, Auditor at Kingston, 
Jamaica, spent a week in Limon regulating 
our budgets. Perhaps now we'll know where 
our money goes. Mr. Brewer left for Almi- 
rante on the Saramacca. 

There has been one busy bird here lately, 
and that is Mr. Stork. He recently brought 
a little baby sister for Louis De Gravelle, 
Jr., and presented the Stubbes with a bounc- 
ing 8 pound boy. 
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Another Division sends us one of its mem- 
bers, and since they are all good men it must 
be that Costa Rica’s fame has spread abroad 
(don’t we love ourselves?) The latest ar- 
rival is Mr. Melvin Cottle from Barrios, 
Guatemala. He has been added to the col- 
lection of dashing sheiks in the Accounting 
Department. 

Holland sends us an able representative in 
the person of Mr. C. J. Kossen of Rotterdam. 
Mr. Kossen arrived on the T'oloa, October 6, 
and was sent immediately to the Merchandise 
Department, where his Dutch thrift will be 
most appreciated. 

Mr. J. A. Beirne has been transferred up- 
stairs to the Agricultural Department from 
the Merchandise Department. So are the 
faithful rewarded ! 


The Unrerurrco Club gave a very success- 
ful tea dance for the English Repertory Com- 
pany at the Community House on Sunday 
afternoon, October 23. This is the first Eng- 
lish-speaking troupe that has ever visited 
Limon’s theatres, and it was greatly appre- 
ciated. 


The World Loves a Winner 


No matter the task that is set you, 

No matter how hard it may seem, 

If you will just start in, I'll bet you 
Will finish it up, eyes agleam. 

“Old Trouble” was made but to banish 
Just tackle the job with a grin, 

And all the hardship will vanish, 

And nothing can stop you—you'll win. 


Don’t mind what the Doubters may tell you, 
Who say that you'll fail in the end. 

Don’t let the “Quick Quitter” quell you, 
For you're a “Go-Getter” my friend. 

Just stick out your chin with a chuckle, 
And throw out your chest with a verve, 

And down to that fearsome task buckle, 
And prove you’re a fellow with nerve. 


The task may seem hard e’er you try it, 

And look like a heart-breaking thing, 

But if you will laugh and defy it, 

The “hard” bug-a-boo will take wing. 

No matter how others may view it, 

Who tell you you “can’t” when you “can”, 
Just tackle the thing and you'll Do it, 
And prove you're a WINNER—a man. 


—Boston American 


Boston 


Unifruitco Club of Boston Holds Dance 
By George Dexter Frost 


T ue autumn dancing party of the UNI- 
rrurrco Club of Boston was held Monday 
evening, November 14, at Repertory Hall, 
Boston. 

The hall was packed. Hardly a member 
was missing, and the number absent was offset 
many times over by the guests of members. A 
more enthusiastic crowd and a better time 
could not possibly be imagined, and all this 
happy result came about without any effort 
at all being made to sell tickets or exert the 
slightest pressure on anyone to attend. The 
crowd came because they wanted to come, 
They could not keep away. 

Art Rubin and his incomparable orchestra 
dispensed music. 

Frank J. Caffrey collected the tickets, but, 
just for luck, returned to each person the 
numbered stub. At the proper time he closed 
the box, into which he had put all the tickets, 
carried it up on to the platform, shook it 
vigorously, and called on the orchestra leader 
to draw one ticket. The lucky number was 
held by T. Raymond Nies, who won a nice 
shiny gold piece. 

The dancing was interspersed with three 
specialty dances by Miss Frances Aldrich. 
The first, a Spanish dance in costume, was 
highly suggestive of the land where bananas 
grow and was full of the lure of the Tropics. 

A surprise had been announced as an un- 
usual feature of this unusual party, but no 
one except the committee had any idea what 
it was to be. The secret was successfully 
guarded, even from ye minion .of the press 
and everyone was eagerly looking forward 
to the denouement. When finally Mr. Caf- 
frey announced the long expected and much 
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heralded surprise, everybody was agog with 
curiosity. To be sure, there did not seem 
to be much to get steamed up about. No 
stage scenery was in evidence. The mystery 
was profound. A regular dance was started 
and continued its way to an uneventful close 
without anything at all happening. Where- 
upon sundry comments were heard all over 
the hall to the effect that it was a surprise 
all right. Everybody was surprised that he 
had not been surprised. But as soon as all 
this tumult had quieted down a bit, the real 
surprise was sprung. 

A regular Atlantic City boardwalk parade 
was organized. Around the hall the crowd 
walked in column of couples. Then the or- 
chestra leader was assigned the impossible 
task of selecting the most attractive girl in 
line. With due regard to the awe-inspiring 
solemnity of this most momentous occasion, 
the orchestra played slow music, oh, so slow, 
in stately, dignified fashion. To provide just 
the right bizarre effect, they selected a stir- 
ring college football song but lengthened it 
out so as to vie with a slow-motion movie. 
The funereal melancholy of the long-drawn 
wail was as gruesome and lugubrious as the 
Dead March from “Saul”. However, every- 
body managed to pull through somehow, even 
the orchestra but it was some strain. Every- 
body perked up and came to life, however, 
when a hop, skip, and trot time replaced the 
funeral march. Suddenly all antics ceased 
and the judge promptly chose Miss Mildred 
L.-Grover, of the Accounting Department 
of the Fruit Dispatch Company as the most 
attractive girl in line. Amid the uproar 
which ensued, Mr. Caffrey got Miss Grover 
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up on the platform and proceeded to decorate 
her in regulation beauty contest fashion. 
First came the broad white satin ribbon, 
suitably inscribed in large gold letters, “MISS 
UNIFRUITCO, °27.” This was draped 
obliquely from right shoulder to left hip. 
Next came the presentation of a smashing 
big bouquet of beautiful pink roses, and this 
was followed by a chunk of American gold 
in the form of a United States coin. 

The result was that Miss Grover presented 
a picture of feminine attractiveness quite su- 
perior to anything seen at Atlantic City or 
other places of like renown. It was unani- 
mously conceded that she is now qualified to 


contest for further honors any time, any- 
where. 
Then they asked her for a speech. She 


responded with the simple directness, good 
taste, and extreme brevity characteristic of 
good Americans (Coolidge, Lindbergh, et al.). 
The crowd remembered that “Lindy”, in 
Washington, was that very evening making 
a similarly brief acknowledgment for honors 
conferred upon him. Thus, for that night, 
Washington and Boston were the important 
places on the map. 

After the coronation of Miss Unrrrurrco 
—'27, the final specialty dance, called a flame 
dance, was performed by Miss Aldrich. Vol- 
uminous clouds of misty pinkness were 
whirled about in bewildering convolutions by 
the pretty dancer. 

Intermission intervened right here so that 
everybody could catch his or her breath. 

When the show was resumed, numbers 
were distributed for an elimination dance. 
The various dancers proceeded to drop out 
as their respective numbers were called, un- 
til only Miss Elma F. Spooner and James 
Glennon were left. Each received a gold 
piece as a prize. 

This most unusual party fully demonstrated 
the fallacy of the claim that an affair to be 
successful must be expensive. Great credit 
is due the Entertainment Committee who 
worked so hard to make the dance what it 
undoubtedly was—perfect! 


General Office 


About the 15th of each month we of the 
General Office hear a cheery voice at our 
doors asking. “Any scandal for Untrrurrco 
this month?”—and we look up to see “our 
Hazel”, official scandal collector. 
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They say there is nothing of interest in the 
File Room, but we think there are several 
who are very interesting, according to the 
number of young men frequently seen loiter- 
ing about of late. 


Accounting Department 


On October 27 Ruth Taylor opened wide 
the portals and we all dashed in to celebrate 
Hallowe'en. About thirty finally assembled 
and the spirit of the holiday prevailed. John 
Burke had arrived early and was much in 
evidence during the evening. That “music 
hath charms” was definitely proved by Messrs. 
Drury and Pfieffer, who displayed the art of 
the violin and the uke. Al MacLennan dem- 
onstrated football tactics as they are used off 
the football field. Adjournment was made 
with a vote of approval for the entertainment 
and enjoyment offered by the hostess. 

To show that the code of chivalry and Don 
Juan prevails during these days, we offer the 
following note which was attached to a re- 
port prepared by one of the clerks in the 
Accounting group: “Submitted in due hu- 
mility to the fallibility of man, as ready for 
the embellishing touch of feminine art in the 
preparation for submission to, and the exam- 
ination of, a higher dynasty.” 

The usual Bachelor Dinner took place at 
the American House, Art. Nelson appearing 
in the role of the groom-to-be. Much speech- 
making was delivered and Bud Fisher was 
acknowledged a gallant Master of Cere- 
monies, with John Burke as his able assistant. 
Twenty of the boys attended and as one of 
them remarked, “As one bachelor to another, 
"twas a goodly affair.” 

School days are of paramount interest for 
many just now, or rather, school nights. 
Many of us have gone a step along the way 
into another term of study. Bentley School 
of Accounting and Finance heads the list: 
Beston University, College of Business Ad- 
ministration ranks a close second. A number 
are learning the process of law. 


All work and no play would make this a 
dull life, indeed. So in the interim when 
life might become other than a grand, sweet 
song we find a tonic in events like the dance 
which Miss Frances Mellen held in the Em- 
mett Bungalow, Everett, on October 29. 
There were about 125 present, among which 
the Unrren Frurr Company was well rep- 
resented. Dancing was the main event, with 
entertainment and refreshments completing an 
interesting party. Mrs. Mellen presided and 
was indeed a charming hostess. Incidentally, 
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we had the pleasure of greeting Anna, and 
hope that we may meet again sometime. 

To the list of stenographers in the Account- 
ing Room have been added the names of the 
Misses Doris Perry and Marjorie Curry. We 
hope they are as glad to know us as we are 
to have them with us. Welcome to our circle. 

The wedding of Miss Vesta Burnett and 
Mr. Arthur Nelson took place at the home 
of the bride, in Jamaica Plain, on November 
3, at 8 o'clock. About 150 guests were pres- 
ent and after the ceremon the couple left 
for New York, sailing on Saturday for tropi- 
cal ports. The honeymoon trip will include 
visits to Cuba, Panama and Costa Rica, after 
which Mr. and Mrs, Nelson will be at home 
in Jamaica Plain. 

It needs no Sherlock Holmes to make 
known the flowering of another affair of the 
heart. We have noticed the above evidenced 
in the past, but as each day goes by, the Traf- 
fic Department becomes more convinced that 
one of its members walks the clouds when 
the presence of another from the Fruit Dis- 
patch is in evidence. 


Law Department 


Mr. W. K. Jackson has returned to his of- 
fice from a trip abroad. 

Pedro J. Urbina, who has recently joined 
the staff of the Law Department, was born in 
Venezuela and several years in Porto 
Rico. As a consequence, he is particularly 
adapted for the study of the many questions 
of Spanish law that naturally arise in the 
course of the business of this Company. Mr. 
Urbina comes to us from Washington, where 
he was in the service of the Interior Depart- 
ment of the United States government. 

Matthew S. Gibson, formerly of the Law 
Department, and now of Honduras, has been 
making a short stay in Boston. 


spent 


Tropical Department 


Mr. H. S. Blair, formerly Manager at 
Almirante and now Manager of the Chiriqui 
Land Company, has been in Boston for the 
past month. He has spent considerable time 
on the golf links with “G. P.” and according 
to Dame Rumor he hits a mean ball. 

Mr. G. S. Bennett spent about a week in 
Boston this month and then returned to 
Guatemala, as if the cold snaps were urging 
him ever southward and away from the great 
American sport—college football. 

Among the “hang-overs” from the Confer- 
ence were Mr. W. W. Schuyler and Mr. A. 
A. Pollan. Mr. Schuyler finally decided he 
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had to return to Preston in order to inspect 
the four new stenographers in that Division. 
Once he had submitted to the oft-expressed 
wish of his bachelor comrades for girls and 
not men as stenographers, he himself seemed 
anxious to meet the fair ladies, 

We had a very busy month in the “re- 


ceiving” line, for Mr. R. H. Goodell also 
came to Boston and spent some little time 
here before starting back to Tela. Mr. 


Goodell just /oves Boston and always hates 
to leave for home and the Serpentarium. 

The great number of “white slips” which 
Mr. Chittenden has sent out this Fall has 
undoubtedly caused many headaches among 
the stenos, both domestic and tropical, as to 
who's who and where.’ However, it all goes 
to prove that the Tropics, though old, is still 
the Land of Opportunity. 

Mr. Chittenden is very happy this Fall due 
to the prowess of the Big Blue Team. For 
anyone who wishes to see a really good game, 
Mr. Chittenden recommends a trip to New 
Haven, 


Engineering Department 


Robert Stark has returned from Hot 
Springs and states that driving a car from 
there to Boston is easy enough to accomplish 
even by a pop-shot driver. Apparently regis- 
tration plates from Arkansas will pass one 
through any kind of traffic. 

J. K. Simms has joined the ranks of the 
Tela gang here, and it is apparent that no 
arguments should be started with the large 
delegation present. We are still here, how- 
ever. 

We are glad to welcome to our Drafting 
Room forces Mr. J. F. Fitzpatrick, formerly 
of Lockwood, Green and Company. 

Mr. G. R. Sawin is very enthusiastic about 
the properties of a new drink called Banana 
Cabinet. We have learned that it is made 
by beating the macerated pulp of a ripe ba- 
nana into a regular milk shake or frappé. Mr. 
Sawin claims it can’t be beaten (not the fruit 
but the drink). 


Cable Bureau 


Good News! Arthur, the fifteen year old 
son of Mr. A. D. Cossaboom of this Depart- 
ment, who met with a serious accident in div- 
ing last September, is now able to return to 
school. 


Treasurer's Department 


We hear there is a new son in the famil, 
of Maurice O, Carter. 
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W ITH a smile “like an enormous cavern 

yawning from ear to ear” (to quote Edgar 
Allen Poe) Mr. V. W. Ridley passed around 
the cigars on the afternoon of October 4, 
when he became the father of a nine pound 
boy. We hope Ridley’s many friends in the 
Tropics will see this announcement and will 
not be at all bashful about sending along 
their congratulations—but the cigars are all 
gone. 

In an air race recently held in Boston, Mr. 
T. W. Kenyon, with Mrs. Kenyon and an- 
other young lady as passengers, flew in his 
plane, Dragon Fly, from Boston to Provi- 
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dence, R. I., an air distance of +5 miles, in 
42 minutes, winning third place. “Ted” re- 
ported a strong head-wind, but no tire trouble. 

Mr. H. S. Blair, Manager of the Chiriqui 
Land Company, was a recent visitor at the 
Research Laboratories and evinced great in- 
terest in the work being done. 

Miss A. M. Anderson, who has been em- 
ployed as Secretary at Tropic Foods, Inc., 
has been transferred to the General Office. 
She is now busily applying some of her artistic 
training in plotting curves of statistics pro- 
duced by Dr. Tewksbury. 

Miss Elsa Thorud, formerly at Long 
Wharf, has taken Miss Anderson's place at 
Tropic Foods, Inc. 


The Value of the Radio 
Direction Finder Demonstrated 


Operator Reports How This Instrument Helped the Galicia 
to Get Her Bearings 


S. S$. Ulua 
November 7, 1927 
New York City, N. Y. 
Mr, C. L. Pitcher 
Marine Superintendent 
Tropical Radio Telegraph Company 
New York City, N. Y 
Dear Sir: 

I would like to bring to your notice a very 
gratifying experience which occurred while 
the S. S. Ulua was in Port Limon. 

This experience has entirely to do with our 
direction finder, which as you will see proved 
a life-saver to a ship whose master, during the 
transactions, gave us sufficient reason to know 
that he depended entirely upon the bearings 
which he received from the Ulua while we 
were at the dock in Port Limon. 

The points I particularly want to stress are 
the reliability and accuracy of the bearings 


and the wonderful skill shown by Captain W. 
C. Towell who manipulated the direction 
finder throughout the whole evening, assisted 
by those handling the transmitting apparatus. 
And now for the account of the experience. 

While at dinner in the saloon of the Ulue 
the second officer informed me that there was 
a ship outside the harbor that had asked for a 
barometer reading, and he thought it strange 
that this ship should ask for a barometer 
reading at such close quarters and won- 
dered if it was a radio bearing she might 
need. When I learned that this vessel was 2 
German ship I thought that the operator 
might have confused the word “goniometer” 
with “barometer” as the former is sometimes 
used to denote a direction finder. 

The request for the barometer reading had 
come to us via the Limon Radio Station and 
thinking that this station would work this 
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ship again, I went up to the radio cabin, tuned 
in Limon and waited. 

At 7:40 P. M., the Limon radio operator 
started in to work ships calling “CQ”. He 
was immediately greeted with an answer from 
the German ship, S. S. Galicia, with the fol- 
lowing quotation: 

“Please can you tell us if there is a ship in 
port who can give us a bearing? We have 
been lost for four hours.” 

Limon replied: “Yes, the Ulua.” 

1 immediately started up, received Limon’s 
permission to work the S. S. Galicia and at 
once informed her we would be only too glad 
to assist in any way, providing we received a 
message from the Master of the Galicia to the 
Master of the Ulua requesting the bearing. 


This message we received within a few 
minutes. 
The message was delivered to Captain 


Towell, who immediately advised the Ga- 
licia’s Master he would do all possible to help 
him. We then called the Galicia and asked 
her operator to test for two minutes. When 
the Galicia had started its test I went im- 
mediately to the chart room and found Cap- 
tain Towell carrying on the work of taking 
the bearing with little difficulty. 

At the end of the two-minute test Captain 
Towell gave us the following bearing: 

8 P.M. ToS. S. Galicia—‘You bear N. 
116 E. true from iron pier.” The Galicia 
asked us to stand by. About twenty minutes 
later she called us again for another bearing. 

8:30 P. M. ToS. S. Galicia—‘You bear 
still N. 116 E. from me at pier by direction 
finder.” The Galicia asked us to stand by. 
Thirty minutes later the Galicia requested 
another bearing. 

9 P. M. To §S. S. Galicia—“‘You still 
bear N. 116 E. from me at pier by direction 
finder.” S. S. Galicia asked us to stand by. 
Galicia called us again for tests for bearing. 

9:45 P. M. To S. S. Galicia—‘Pier 
bears N. 64 W. true from you. Grape Cay 
light burning bright. Visibility about three 
miles at present. Rain gradually clearing.” 
S. S. Galicia asked us to stand by. Galicia 
called again for bearings. 

10:10 P. M. To S. S. Galicia—“At 10 
P. M. 75th Mdn. time, your bearing from 
pier—N. 114 E.—only two degrees different 
from last bearing. Weather quite clear here 
now.” S. S. Galicia asked us to stand by. 
Galicia requested another bearing. 

11:07 P. M. To S. S. Galicia—“You 
bear from pier N. 112 E. two degrees dif- 
ferent from last.” §. S. Galicia asked us to 
stand by. 
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11:10 P. M. Captain Towell reported 
sighting vessel. We called up the Galicia and 
asked if she needed any further assistance. 
The operator answered: ‘““No—now O. K.” 


On the arrival of the Galicia at Limon, 
our second and third operators went over to 
the ship to see the operator and ascertain fur- 
ther the accuracy of our bearings but found 
that he was ashore. 


The Galicia \eft Limon the following even- 
ing and we left twenty-four hours later. After 
the Ulua had been a little while at sea bound 
from Limon to Cristobal, the Galicia called 
us up and sent Captain Towell the following 
message: 

IDLK NV CK II DH 
S. 8. Galicia, Oct. 29 

NFT 1927 
Captain Ulua: 

Many thanks for your kindness to as- 

sist us. Jesse—M aster 


In assisting the Galicia Captain Towell 
used one of the greatest aids that science has 
ever given to the pilot or the navigator, not 
alone to find his own way through fogs and 
rains but to assist others as in the case just 
mentioned. 

The operators admire greatly what Captain 
Towell did and think him worthy of praise 
as from seven-forty P. M. until eleven-fifteen 
P. M. Captain Towell never for a moment 
lost interest in the ship that he was guiding 
into port out of a night of rain and fog. 

Hoping that we shall perform many more 
such deeds, I remain 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) R. J. Larner, Chief Operator 


The play was wildly melodramtic, but the 
great scene was that in which the hero, op- 
pressed but indomitable, confronted the sneer- 
ingly triumphant villain. 

“Sir Marmaduke,” he exclaimed, “you have 
reduced me to beggary, broken the heart of my 
aged mother, and cloped with my wife! But 
beware! Don’t go too far.” 


Teacher: “If there are any dumb-bells in 
this room, please stand up.” 

A pause, then finally. Johnny stood up. 

“What, do you consider yourself a dumb- 
bell?” 

“Well not exactly that, teacher, but I 
hate to see you standing all alone!” 

—Lightning Line 


Philadelphia 


O N November 2, the Philadelphia Division 
had the honor and pleasure of commemorating 
a noteworthy event. The occasion was the 
twenty-fifth anniversary in the service of the 
Unrrep Frurr Company, of our popular and 
able Division Accountant, Mr. E. V. Snow. 
To be employed continuously for a quarter of 
a century by the same Company, being pro- 
moted from time to time to positions of more 
importance, is indeed an honor. 


The entire personnel of the Division gath- 
ered in the Accounting room to congratulate 
Mr. Snow. Our Manager, Mr. R. J. Wat- 
son, spoke of -Mr. Snow's loyal and faithful 
record with the Company. He recalled the 
first day of Mr. Snow’s employment, describ- 
ing him as “medium tall and rather. thin”. 
This, he pointed out, is a contrast to his pres- 
ent self, as while he is still “medium tall”, 


he is now “rather thick”, (““Thick”, we all 
understood, applied to his physical condition 
and not his mental capacities.) 

Mr. Watson referred to Mr. Snow’s orig- 
inal employment by the Philadelphia Divi- 
sion, and his subsequent transfer to New York 
and later to Boston, and finally of his ap- 
pointment two years ago as Division Accoun- 
tant at Philadelphia, and the great pleasure 
of all the old employees who had known him 
previously in welcoming him back into their 
midst. 

At the conclusion of his remarks, Mr. Wat- 
son presented Mr. Snow with a very beauti- 
ful watch, the gift of his fellow employees, 
with their congratulations and best wishes. 
He also expressed the hope that the next 
twenty-five years would bring Mr. Snow as 
many rewards in the business world as the 
preceding quarter century had brought him. 


Anniversary Dinner to Mr. Charles A. Wright 


Assistant to Vice President, Southern Division, Fruit Dispatch 
Company, New Orleans 


A COMPLETE surprise was “put over” 
on Mr. Charles A. Wright, Assistant to the 
Vice President of the Southern Division of 
the Fruit Dispatch Company, when fellow 
employees tendered him a dinner at New 
Orleans on November 15. The occasion was 
Mr. Wright’s birthday, but the affair was 
really to celebrate the fact that Mr. Wright 
had reached twenty-five years service with 
the Company, and was given him as an evi- 
dence of esteem and affection. The secret 
was so closely guarded that Mr. Wright 
was entirely innocent of the fact that there 
was anything in the wind until he was landed 
at Italian Hall, where the reception was held, 
at 8:00 o'clock that night. This was accom- 
plished by conniving with Mrs. Wright to 
lead him to believe that there would be no 
particular observance of his anniversary other 
than taking dinner down-town and going to 
the theatre afterwards. Riding about after 
leaving the restaurant to while away half 
an hour or so until theatre time, she ma- 


noeuvred so as to get down in the neighbor- 
hood of the appointed place on Esplanade 
Street, when she “‘suddenly discovered” the 
car was about out of gas and the nearest fill- 
ing station would take them right past the 
Italian Hall. The ruse worked perfectly, 
and Mr. Wright, without suspecting any- 
thing unusual, was safely landed in the ban- 
quet hall. Then, for the first time, he be- 
came aware, by the applause greeting his ap- 
proach, that he was to be honored in some 
unexpected way. 

A delicious fruit punch, having a most 
soothing and cheering effect, was immediately 
served on his arrival and “good healths” and 
“many happy returns of the day” were drunk 
to Mr. Wright by all, singly and collectively, 
and often. When all the guests had arrived, 
the crowd marched in to the dining hall to 
the strains of a snappy jazz band and were 
seated after the playing of the national an- 
them. Grace was asked and then a course 
dinner followed, which was agrecably pro 
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longed by dancing between courses. It was 
a stag affair except for the half dozen young 
ladies employed in the New Orleans office; 
this made the competition very keen, and 
there were at least a score of “breaks” to each 
dance. All departments were well repre- 
sented. In addition to the New Orleans 
Fruit Dispatch and Banana Selling Company 
employees, Mr. Yuille, Wharf Superinten- 
dent, Mr. Mouton, Resident Messenger, and 
Mr. Constantine of the Banana Selling Com- 
pany came over from Mobile expressly for 
the occasion. Mr. Weinberger, who acted 
as toastmaster—in which capacity he is in- 
imitable—poked a bit of good-natured fun 
at the peccadilloes of the various individuals 
whom he called upon to say something about 
their long association with Mr. Wright. 


“ 

Eacu department was called upon and 
the incidents related, many of them dating as 
far back asa quarter of a century, were very 
interesting and in some unconsciously 
humorous. This was particularly true of the 
anecdotes told by Philip Saer and James 
Matties, two of the old timers. Mr. Matties 
aroused a good deal of amusement in attempt- 
ing to bring out, in his homely way, Mr. 
Wright's intense Company zeal by mention- 
ing numerous occasions when the latter had 
prodded him to make greater effort toward 
securing more money for coconuts and plan- 
tains in the olden days. Each speaker re- 
ferred in some way to Mr. Wright’s seem- 
ingly tireless physical energy, his unfailing 
patience and his willingness at all times to 
advise and assist fellow employees in the suc- 
cessful performance of their duties. 

At the conclusion of the speeches Mr. 
Wright was presented with a beautiful 23 
jewel, white gold, Hamilton watch and chain, 
with his likeness and an appropriate inscrip- 
tion engraved on the case. In accepting the 
gift Mr. Wright stated that the unexpected- 
ness of the evening’s happenings had over- 
whelmed him with emotion. Very feelingly 
he expressed in a few words his thanks and 
appreciation of the great honor which had 
been done him by his co-workers. 


Cases 


Among the passengers on a recent trip of 
the S. S. Carare of Elders & Fyffes, bound 
from Avonmouth to Port Limon, was Miss 
Mary C. Davis, daughter of Mr. J. W. 
Davis, Vice President of the Fruit Dispatch 
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Company. Miss Davis was returning to 
New York via the Tropics from a Mediter- 
ranean cruise, On the same boat was Mr. 
Harold W. Sampson, one of the English 
youths recently selected by Mr. Gooch for 
service in the Tropics, Mr, Sampson’s des- 
tination being Panama. 

On Miss Davis’s arrival in New York she 
paid us a visit and conveyed to us the in- 
formation that Mr. Sampson was so impressed 
with the Carare, as well as the delightful so- 
cial events and the thoughtfulness and energy 
of the Skipper, Captain S. H. Simmons, and 
the Chief Officer, Lieutenant Commander 
J. C. Mergan, D.S.C., R.D., R.N.R., that he 
voiced a desire to have his appreciation ex- 
pressed through the columns of Unrrrurrco. 


Mr. T. P. Guthrie, Traveling Messenger 
for the Fruit Dispatch Company at Kansas 
City, Mo., was married on November 16 to 
Miss S. L. Entringer, of Dubuque, Iowa. 

On November 17 Mr. Robert Johnson, 
Messenger, with headquarters at Kansas City, 
Mo., was married to Miss lantha Snyder of 
that city. 

Congratulations and best wishes 
tended to the two happy pairs. 


are ¢Xx- 


A son, Frederick Y. Briscoe, Jr., weigh- 
ing eight pounds, was born on Thursday, 
October 27, 1927, to Mr. and Mrs. Fred- 
erick Y. Briscoe. Mr. Briscoe is the Deal- 
ers Service man connected with the Hart- 
ford Branch of the Fruit Dispatch Company. 
We offer our heartiest congratulations to 


Mr. and Mrs. Briscoe. 


Extracts from a young lady's letter from 
Venice: 

“Last night I lay ina gondola in the Grand 
Canal, drinking it all in, and life never seemed 
so full before.” 


“Yes,” said a lady agreeably, “your refer- 
ences are satisfactory, and I think you will 
suit me. By the way, your name strikes me 
as a little romantic for a maid. You don’t 
insist on being called Daphne, I hope? I 
have a good many young men boarders, and 
that sort of thing would be likely to create 
frivolity. You don’t mind if we call you by 
your surname ?” 

“Not at all, ma’am,” said the little appli- 
cant. 

“Very well. What is it?” 

“Darling, ma’am.” 


Freight Traffic Department 


The Development of Freight Transportation on our Vessels 


By W. J. Bennett 


Assistant Freight Traffic Manager, New York 


HE further development of commer- 
cial freight for our steamers is one of the 
items of importance that the Freight Traffic 
Department has been studying. This sub- 
ject being of vital interest to our Company, 
it is incumbent upon employees in every de- 
partment and branch of the organization to 
give it careful consideration and assist in every 
way possible to achieve the desired results. 

Shipments of food, wearing apparel, build- 
ing material and many other articles that are 
used in Latin-American countries and the 
West Indies find their way into those coun- 
tries from the United States and other parts 
of the world. Large volumes come from Eu- 
rope and Asia; such articles are known to us 
as “foreign goods”. Due to the World War, 
which largely affected the various merchant 
marines, shipping underwent a_ period of 
great abnormality, but for the past few. years 
conditions have been more stable. Steamers 
of British, German, Spanish, French and 
Dutch Lines arrive once or twice monthly in 
Latin-American and West Indian ports, bring- 
ing various articles from their respective coun- 
tries, which send their products abroad to 
other lands in their own bottoms. 

The Unirep Frurr Company is fortunate 
in having a basic commodity (bananas) to 
handle, as frequent service is made possible 
thereby, and frequent service attracts Latin- 
American buyers—although in some instances 
they will buy from other countries whose 
prices are lower, notwithstanding the less fre- 
quent service. 

There are always great opportunities for 
the building up of dependable and frequent 
transportation between cities of large popu- 
lation, as, for example, New York-Liverpool, 
New York-Chicago, and New York-San Fran- 
cisco. The Unrrep Frurr Company is not 
so fortunate in being in such a position and 
we must rely on frequent and dependable ser- 
vice and our missionary work with the pur- 
pose of, whenever possible, creating business 
and more particularly influencing shipments 
via our transportation facilities. 

It is essential that we do considerable mis- 
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W. J. Bennett 


sionary work among manufacturers and bro- 
kers located in the United States, going into 
detail as to methods of sale, terms, banking, 
preparation of documents and distribution 
thereof. The trafic man must, therefore, 
have a keen insight into the market condi- 
tions of many commodities, as nearly every 
article faces competition. As a matter of fact, 
competition is steadily increasing, as there are 
a great many substitutes that can be used and 
are used in various parts of the country where 
prices are lower. 

In Latin-American countries in general, 
considerable progress in roadways is being 
made. This avenue of transportation brings 
the interior closer to the seaport, facilitating 
the transportation of articles both to and from 
Latin-American countries. It serves to in- 
crease developments in those countries, as~ 
sists farmers in transporting their products to 
the railroad and even to the port of exporta- 
tion, and makes available considerable addi- 
tional virgin land. 

It is necessary that traffic officials be well 
acquainted with existing conditions in Latin 
America, and that they be equally well in 
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formed with respect to conditions in the 
United States, as it is often necessary to ac- 
quaint importers and exporters with details 
regarding the manner of transportation, the 
documents necessary in regard thereto, and 
the banking facilities available. 

It is of great assistance to the traffic man 
to know the practical handling of manufac- 
turers’ articles at the port of exportation and 
the port of importation, as well as the han- 
dling to and from the vessel and the stowage. 
Buyers and sellers frequently demand details 
as to how their shipments are to be handled, 
and the traffic man should be in position to 
inform them correctly, without undue de- 
liberation, convincing them of his knowledge 
of his business. 

Questions ot pilferage, breakage, loss or 
damage, and subsequent claims, often confront 
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the trafic man. In this connection, famili- 
arity with the many rules governing marine 
transportation is invaluable, as is a full know)- 
edge of the sound policy of this Company in 
dealing with the public, the proper manner 
in which the export trade should be handled, 
where responsibility should be placed, and the 
placing of marine insurance to assure protec- 
tion for the owner. 

It is possible for everyone in the employ 
of the Unrrep Fruir Company to assist 
the Freight Department in securing freight 
for the steamers of the Great White Fleet. 
When anyone is heard speaking of doing busi- 
ness in Latin America, the employee should 
suggest the Unrrep Frurr Company’s ser- 
vice from a given port, and subsequently no- 
tify the Freight Department. The lead will 
then be followed up. 


San Francisco Service 


Wir the sailing of the S. S. Limon 
from San Francisco November 12, the 
Freight Department entered a new field of 
endeavor. We will now be able to handle 
cargo from San Francisco to Cristobal and 
Port Limon and in the reverse direction. 

Cargo to Cristobal will include merchan- 
dise for transshipment to the following ports 
now served by Unirep Frurr Company 
steamers : 

Havana, Cuba. 

Cartagena, Colombia. 
Puerto Colombia, Colombia. 
Santa Marta, Colombia. 
Kingston, Jamaica. 

Bocas del Toro, R. P. 
Puerto Castilla, Honduras. 

In addition to the above mentioned ports 
we will also accept cargo at San Francisco 
via Cristobal for Venezuela, Porto Rico and 
other ports of the West Indies and Caribbean 
Sea. We will also handle cargo for West 
Coast ports of South America and eventually 
will expand this service to include cargo for 
Europe and all parts of the world where 
steamship service is available from Cristobal. 

Cargo for San Francisco originating at 
Port Limon and Cristobal will be shipped 
on direct steamer and cargo originating at 
any other port for transshipment at Cristo- 
bal for San Francisco will also be handled 
on our steamers. F 


By the Company's placing the five steamers, 
Limon, San Mateo, Esparta, La Perla and 
San Jose in the San Francisco service, the 
Freight Department will be able to give Pa- 
cific Coast shippers a rapid, regular and de- 
pendable service for cargo as described above. 
This will not only have the effect of provid- 
ing better transportation facilities for cargo 
already available but will serve to increase 
the markets of merchants operating on the 
Pacific Coast. 

At the time of this writing the S. S. Limon 
has already made her first southbound voyage 
loaded with approximately 450 tons of cargo. 
This is good for the first voyage Of any new 
service and we feel that the prospects for the 
future are very bright. 

Mr. Harvey M. Huff, who has been asso- 
ciated with the Unriren Frurr Company 
on the Pacific Coast for the past four years, 
has been appointed as Pacific Coast Agent to 
be in charge of freight traffic. In addition 
to his duties in connection with freight work 
he will supervise the traffic interests of the 
Passenger Department and the Fruit Dis- 
patch Company. 

Mr. Huff, with his ability and knowledge 
of conditions on the Pacific Coast, as well as 
his wide acquaintanceship among shippers and 
consignees, should develop a substantial busi- 
ness for us in this trade. 


& 
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Freight Traffic Personal Notes 


It is with sincere regret we announce the 
death on November 17 of Mrs. Boud, wife 
of Mr. J. W. Boud of the Freight Traffic 
Department. In addition to leaving her hus- 
band to mourn her loss, Mrs. Boud also leave 
a son, daughter, and a mother. 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to them 
all in their bereavement. 


Havana 


The S. $. Ulua has the distinction of hav- 
ing carried the largest lot of cigars ever for- 
warded from Havana on a Unirep Fruit 
CoMPANY steamer, 

On the voyage of October 6 of that steamer, 
there were forwarded from Havana 688,820 
cigars. Of these, 432,820 were destined 
England, the balance New York. 

A review of the records of the past weeks 
discloses the fact that during the period Sep- 
tember 15 to November 3 (a period of eight 
weeks), practically 3,000,000 cigars were for- 
warded from Havana to New York and 
intransit to England on Untrep Frurr Com- 
PANY steamers. 

“Their reputation must be deserved” — 
which may be said to apply to both the cigars 
and the ships. 
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Dance and Bridge of - the 
Unifruitco Club of New York 
An Enjoyable Event 


~ 
U NDER the auspices of the UNiFRUITCO 
Club of New York a delightful Bridge Party 
and Dance was held the night of November 
3 at the Waldorf Apartments in the Wal- 
dorf Astoria Hotel. In spite of the incle- 
ment weather a good-sized crowd attended. 
The Bridge Party attracted about fifty mem- 
bers of the Club while the balance found their 
chief enjoyment in dancing. Towards the 
end of the evening a regular house party was 
held. Mr. Magee, popular member of the 
Board of Governors, entertained the members 
with numerous songs and called on many of 
those present to take part in the entertain- 
ment, which consisted, in addition to the songs, 
of numerous dance specialties. 

The music, as usual, was tendered by the 
famous “Kentuckians” and it seems that each 
time this aggregation of music dispensers 
plays they add to their popularity. 

As is usually the case, when the strains of 
“Home Sweet Home” broke upon the air the 
crowd was very reluctant to leave and there 
were numerous comments as to what an en- 
joyable time was had by all. 


Thomas W. White 


T O the family of Mr. Thomas W. White 
is extended the deepest sympathy of employees 
of the Untrep Faurr Company at New Or- 
leans, and of all its other Divisions, Each 
joins in a silent tribute to its co-worker, who 
has been called home to that land from which 
there is no returning. His death on Sunday, 
November 20, was a severe shock to all. 


To the Purchasing Department of New 
Orleans, who knew his guiding hand in all 
its affairs, we express our condolences in the 
loss of a leader, who was so earnest and con- 
scientious in all that he undertook, 


The finger of Time has written another 
name—Thomas W. White—on the Honor 
Roll of the Unrrep Frurr Company, and 
Time alone can heal the sadness in the hearts 
of his fellow workers who knew and loved 
him well. 


Purchasing Department 


Material and Supply Purchases 


By Thomas F. Ryan 


N making se! 


a sugar factory o1 


ection of new equipment for 
other equipment such as 
pumps, electrical drag-lines, tractors, 
agricultural implements, primary 
sideration must be given to the service ob- 
tainable from the manufacturer should spare 
or repair parts be required; this is especially 
important for machinery used in distant coun- 
tries. While it is impracticable to carry com- 
plete renewals, the delivery of a replacement 
is of very great importance when a unit be- 
comes imperative due to a broken part. 


untts, 


etc., con- 


It is generally known that manufacturers 
of sugar factory equipment, as well as of other 
machinery, do not manufacture many of the 
parts which go to make up the unit. These 
parts are purchased by them from other manu- 
facturers and are in turn purchased by us 
direct from the producer, effecting thereby a 
considerable saving and insuring more prompt 
delivery. In order to take advantage of this, 
sufficient information regarding spare or re- 
pair parts, including blue prints with com- 
plete details, should be submitted to the Pur- 
chasing Department with the requisition from 
the division requiring these items. The ad- 
visability of this precaution has been clearly 
demonstrated. Definite information of this 
character has enabled us to purchase ma- 
chinery such as mill rolls, shafts, steel col- 


. 
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lars, bearings, and many other parts direct 


from the producer. 


The question of material and supply pur- 
chases is one of great importance and is be- 
ing given more consideration each day. In- 
vestigations made by the Department of Com- 
merce of the United States government show 
that the cost of carrying material ranges any- 
where from 15 to 20 per cent. of the invest- 
ment in the material carried in stock. It 
costs this to hold every dollar tied up in ma- 
terial stocks. ‘This carrying charge covers in- 
terest on the investment, handling charge, ob- 
solescence, deterioration, accounting, taxes, in- 
surance, store facilities, wastage, depreciation, 
etc. 

One of the largest railroads in the United 
States, operating over 22,000 odd miles of 
lines, has brought its operating efficiency from 
a deficit in 1920 to a net earning of many 
millions in 1926. The greater portion of this 
saving was accomplished by the manner in 
which requisitions were handled and material 
purchased, substantial requisitions for replace- 
ments of stock being placed monthly for each 
class of material and the dates of requirements 
having been worked out on such a basis as 
provide a uniform flow of requisitions 
through the Purchasing Department. 


to 


Recognizing the success obtained by a sys- 
tematic and careful study of requirements, 
this matter is worthy of careful consideration 
by our various divisions. 


“Royal” Breakfast 


For a 


Ar breakfast time, peel a banana. Lay it 
on a plate of ample size and ladle over it 
thick orange marmalade. Eat with a spoon, 
munching at the same time hot, buttered toast. 
Sip coffee... . 


It reported that Edward, Prince of 
Wales, thus breakfasted several times during 
his last visit to Spain and that he expressed 
keen relish each time. Members of his in- 
timate set are taking up the fad. 


is 


Charles W. Klein 


= 
( , HARLES W. KLEIN was born in Lon- 
don, England, on March 8, 1900. His first 
contact with the steamship business occurred 
while he was in the British Consulate Ser- 
vice, Marine Department. He joined the 
Unrrep Frurr Company in October, 1921, 
as Assistant Purser, and acted in this capacity 
for approximately ten months. Promoted to 
Purser, he held that position until Septem- 
ber, 1925, when he was transferred to his 
present position of Assistant City Ticket 
Agent, at Chicago, Illinois. 


Ticketing Passengers at Chicago 
By Charles W. Klein 


Assistant City Ticket Agent, Chicago 


N a previous issue of UNiFRUITCO men- 
tion was made of how prospective passengers 
are solicited and ticketed for trips over the 
Unirep Fruit Company line, and as the 
same general routine applies in ticketing pas- 
sengers at Chicago it would be repetition to 
cover the details again. The object of the 
present article is to compgre competitive book- 
ing conditions at Chicago with those of our 
other offices situated on the Gulf and At- 
lantic coasts. 

As we are far distant from the ports of 
embarkation, we are confronted by a condi- 
tion that constantly acts as a barrier in de- 
veloping cruise business. For instance, let 
us consider the expensive rail and Pullman 
fares and meals to be added to our cruise 
fares. These run the aggregate cost of the 
entire trip into a large figure. Thus at the 
very start we are faced with real competi- 
tion, in comparison with the excursions either 
to the coast, the National Parks, the Great 


Lakes, etc. These are handicaps we must 
constantly overcome when selling our cruises. 
To do this we must be able to sell the pros- 
pect on the many advantages of our steamers, 
our service and particularly the attractiveness 
of our All-Expense plan, which includes ex- 
cursions ashore at the different tropical ports 
visited. With these “talking points” we en- 
deavor to arouse the prospective traveler's 
interest and desire to a point where all other 
attractions are surpassed. Only then can a 
sale be made. 

As passengers booked for our trips must 
use the railroads from interior points to the 
ports of embarkation, it is essential for us 
to be fully familiar with the railroads oper- 
ating out of Chicago in order to properly 
aid the traveler in outlining his itinerary. 
Chicago acts as a terminus for approximately 
thirty-eight railroads and we must have in- 
formation as to train schedules, fares, Pull- 
man rates, connections, etc., of all the more 
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important lines, as well as of the services 
available between Chicago and New York 
and New Orleans. With this knowledge we 
are in a position to supply the passenger with 
full information pertaining to his trip from 
start to finish. 

We also have an interchange with the rail- 
roads whereby prospective patrons can pur- 
chase All Year Tourist tickets, a combina- 
tion of rail and water fares which cost less 
than separate tickets for these fares. The All 
Year Tourist tickets include rail transporta- 
tion to and from point of origin to seaport, 
also meals and first-class minimum accommo- 
dations on our steamers over the route se- 
lected. (Pullman fares and meals on the 
trains are additional). For example, a pas- 
senger desiring to go from Chicago to Havana 
via New Orleans and return to Chicago via 
New York, can purchase an All Year Tour- 
ist ticket at the rate of $177.32. If pur- 
chased on the basis of local fares the rate for 
the trip would be $183.46. A great num- 
ber of these tickets are sold throughout the 
year by the ticket agents of the different rail- 
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roads and their cooperation has proven mu- 
tually advantageous. 

Another important factor is that of bag- 
gage. Each patron must be accurately ad- 
vised as to the checking of his baggage at or 
to the railroad station, the claiming and re- 
checking at the port of embarkation and again 
at the port of debarkation. Should the pas- 
senger arrive ready to sail and his baggage 
not be at hand, the damage is irreparable. 
There are various arrangements, rates, etc., 
which change frequently, and it is very im- 
portant that we keep informed regarding such 
details, 

Further, we are constantly requested to 
furnish hotel and sight-seeing information 
relative to seaboard cities. We must be pre- 
pared to answer satisfactorily any inquiry, 
irrespective of its nature, 

In short, cruise sales in Chicago are much 
more involved than those made at the sea- 
board and all details of ocean travel must be 
explained at the expense of infinite time and 
patience to a public a great portion of which 
has never before made a sea voyage. 


Seventy-first Annual Convention of the American 
Association of Passenger Traffic Officers 
Held at Havana 


By Hunter C. Hicks 


Assistant Passenger Traffic Manager, New Orleans, La. 


Tue American Association of Passenger 
Traffic Officers, one of the oldest traffic or- 
ganizations of the world, held its Seventy- 
First Annual Convention at the Sevilla Bilt- 
more Hotel, Havana, Cuba, November 1, 2 
and 3, 1927. Our Company acting as host 
to a number of the members of the Associa- 
tion and their families from New Orleans to 
Havana and return, it was my privilege to 
accompany our quests. 

Gaily decorated for the occasion, the S. S. 
Heredia, which carried our party southward, 
sailed from New Orleans at noon on Satur- 
day, October 29. During the afternoon all 
on board enjoyed a view of the Mississippi 
River between New Orleans and the Gulf. 
At night a dance was given on deck. On 
Sunday the party engaged in deck games, read- 
ing and other forms of diversion, A Hal- 
lowe’en party on Sunday night was a de- 


lightful conclusion to the southward trip. The 
ship docked at Havana at noon on Monday, 
October 31, and was met by a special com- 
mittee. After the party had passed through 
the Customs, automobiles took the members 
to their respective hotels. The main party 
arrived from Key West on Monday. ‘That 
afternoon was spent in becoming acquainted 
with Havana—the ladies thereby getting an 
early start on their shopping, much to the 
distress of their husbands. At night the en- 
tire party, which numbered about 300, was 
entertained at the Montmartre Cabaret. 
The next day the party was received at the 
Presidential Palace, where a very delightful 
welcome was extended by President Machado. 
To this Mr. J. N. Cornatzar, President of 
the Association, responded. Following the 
reception a business meeting was held until 
late in the afternoon. The lady members of 
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the party were entertained at a luncheon a la 
Cubana as guests of the management of the 
department store, “El Encanto”. That even- 
ing the party were guests of the Hotel Sevilla 
Biltmore at a banquet and dance on the Hotel 
roof, 

On Wednesday, a special train was op- 
erated to Matanzas, Cuba. This was one 
of the outstanding features of the trip, as it 
enabled everyone to see and appreciate the 
rural sections of Cuba. At Matanzas a Span- 
ish luncheon was served at the Hotel Paris, 
after which visits were made to Bellamar 
Caves, Monserrate Hill, the Yumuri Valley 
and other points of interest, the special train 
returning to Havana about 5:30 in the after- 
noon, 

The following day a business meeting was 
called which lasted from 9 until 11 A. M., 
when the entire party was taken on a sight- 
seeing trip through the residential districts, 
Miramar, Country Club Park and other in- 
teresting places, including the Tropical Gar- 
dens. Here luncheon was served, the Tropi- 
cal Brewery acting as host. That evening 
the Hotel Plaza tendered a farewell banquet 
and dance on the roof of the Hotel. 

At 10 o'clock on Friday, the main party left 
by steamer for Key West, where special trains 
were waiting to take them back to their 
homes. Those who returned by the Unrrep 
Fruir Company and the Ward Lines re- 
mained over until Saturday morning, our 
party leaving Havana on the S. S. Parismina 
at noon. The voyage homeward was un- 
eventful except for a “Dinner Adieu” given 
in honor of the members of the Association 
on Sunday evening, Captain L. P. Ritchie act- 
ing as host. 

The Parismina docked at New Orleans at 
1 P. M. on Monday, November 7, and many 
regrets were expressed that the delightful 
trip had come to an end, All proclaimed that 
this was the greatest meeting the Association 
had ever had, and those who had been guests 
of our Company were loud in their praise of 
the service on both the Heredia and the 
Parismina. 


Additional Passenger Accom- 
modations, S. S. Calamares 


T HE S. S. Calamares was withdrawn from 
service October 29 and placed in drydock for 
the purpose of installing twenty outside and 
two inside additional passenger cabins on the 
boat deck, directly forward of the present 
passenger accommodations on that deck. Un- 
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der the new arrangement the ship will have 
accommodations for a total of 154 passengers 
on the basis of two passengers to a room. She 
will be restored to service on the voyage com- 
mencing November 26, but the additional 
cabin space will not be available for use until 
the voyage commencing December 24. 

The new rooms will be modern in every 
respect, each equipped with two beds and Pull- 
man berth, and the outside rooms will be 
priced at what is known as the “maximum 
fare’, for instance, $100.00 between New 
York and Havana, one way, and $360.00 for 
the cruise. The two inside rooms will, of 
course, take the minimum fare. The seat- 
ing capacity of the dining room will be in- 
creased sufficiently to accommodate the ad- 
ditional passengers. 


Passenger Dept. Notes 


Iv is with sincere regret that we record the 
death on November 26 of Mrs. Margaret 
Teetsell, mother of Hervey V. Teetsell. 
Ticket Agent in the Downtown Office. Mrs. 
Teetsell, who was 86 years of age, resided 
with her daughter, Mrs. John Sadler, at Ro- 
selle Park, New Jersey. 

Mrs. Teetsell’s family of two sons, three 
daughters, twenty-three grandchildren and 
mineteen great grandchildren attended the 
funeral services. 


Mr. F. T. Maguire, for the past three 
months stenographer in the Ticket Office, 17 
Battery Place, resigned to accept a position 
with another Company on November first. 
Our best wishes for success in his new work 
accompany him. 

Mr. A. E. Johnson, formerly stenographer 
in the General Office of the Passenger De- 
partment, has been transferred to the Ticket 
Office to succeed Mr. Maguire. 

We welcome to our ranks Mr, J. E. J. 
Henry, who fills the position vacated by Mr. 
Johnson, and Mr. C. B. Faulkner, who has 
been added to our force of Ticket Clerks im 
the Downtown Ticket Office. 


We understand that when Mr. Raymond 
L. Ditmars, Curator of the Bronx Zoological 
Park, New York City, saw “Buster”, the 
Galapagos tortoise who weighed 120 pounds 
when she went to the Zoo and now tips the 
scale at 310, he remarked, “Why shouldn't 
she lose her sylphlike figure? Anybody would, 
who ate 18,000 bananas and eleven actes of 
wistaria,”—Golden Book. 
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